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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Firstly, I would like to send an enormous thank you to you. We know from feedback from 
teachers, our communication log and your comments to us that you have been doing a great 
job trying to motivate, encourage and teach as well as working from home, managing a 
constant demand for food and maintaining good family morale. We do appreciate all that you 
have been doing. 
 
We, in turn, have tried to communicate with families as much as possible since the school 
closed for all but a small number of students.  I hope you have been receiving our emails from 
Hampton College and the Hampton Academies Trust, have had regular contact from form 
tutors or Student Services, have seen our four bumper post lockdown newsletters, videos and 
assemblies, emails and Google Classroom messages from staff. If you follow us on social media, 
you will have also received several updates a day. 
 
Where relevant, some messages have been sent to the parents of certain year groups, but I 
thought you may like to know where we are, or at least where we think we are at the moment. 
Everything else, such as plans or dates for full reopening or next year’s exams is something we 
simply do not know.  These debates are being held, as I write, at the highest levels and we are 
as keen as you are to have some certainty.  We tend to find out at the same time as everyone 
else! 
 
General 
 
Before I cover each year group there are some general updates for you: 
 

 Enrichment Week – refunds are being processed and are nearly complete.   

 Virtual Sports Day – Mr Goode has planned a virtual sports day where students undertake 
various events at home or outside.  He will be announcing the events and explaining 
how it all works very soon. 

 Free School Meals – the voucher system, after many issues with the providers, seems to 
be working now.  Do continue to contact us if you are encountering any issues. 

 Staffing – I am delighted to say that we are fully staffed for September. 
 
Year 6 who join us in September 
 
Unfortunately, our usual Move Up Day and Information Evening has had to be cancelled.  
However, we have sent a video to Year 6 students addressing some of the questions we think 
they may have.  



 

We are planning to send out a video tour next week and another to cover the Information 
Evening towards the end of the month. Our plan is to communicate regularly, address any 
questions and send out some transition activities in the coming weeks. 
  
Years 7, 8 and 9 (Key Stage 3) 
 
Home learning for each week continues to be set on Google Classrooms (GC) by 8.30am every 
Monday.  Students should continue to contact their teacher, either by email or via GC if there 
are any problems.  Any password queries should be sent to our Enquiries email HERE.  Following 
a successful launch of Teams lessons to Years 10 and 12 coupled with positive feedback from 
students, parents and staff we are hoping to roll this out to Key Stage 3 in the next few weeks.  
Hopefully we have ironed out many of the initial teething problems we encountered! 
 
Year 9 students should have received an individual options letter outlining what options they 
have been allocated based on their preferences.  We are starting to introduce transition work 
for subjects students have chosen, particularly ‘new’ subjects such as Business Studies. At this 
point, we would not expect students to continue working on subjects they have not chosen for 
GCSE. 
 
Year 10 
 
Parents have received a detailed letter regarding how we plan to open for Year 10 students 
from Monday 15 June.  We are opening under a strict safety guidelines and have produced a 
very detailed risk assessment in response to these; planning has been extensive. Essentially, 
with only 25% of Year 10 students able to attend at any one time, only one group of students 
per day and social distancing rules maintained, we have invited students back for one day per 
week according to which house they are in.  Week 1 will see individual face-to-face tutor 
meetings followed by lessons in English, Maths and Science in weeks 2 and 4 and lessons in 
option subjects in weeks 3 and 5.   
 
Face-to-face sessions aim to supplement remote learning, which remains the main method of 
learning across schools.  We are pleased with the initial response to our Teams lessons and 
plan to do more. 
 
We have no indication as to how exams will be in 2021 and so will continue to plan for no 
change until we are informed otherwise.  
 
Year 11 
 
Staff have spent a considerable time over the last two months producing Centre Assessment 
Grades (CAGs) and rankings.  CAGs are the teacher’s assessment of what, in their expert, 
professional judgement, each student would have achieved had the exams gone ahead.  These 
have been thoroughly moderated, evaluated and quality assured, in school, prior to them being 
sent to the exam boards. The CAGs are then standardised by exam boards using a range of 
measures including national grade distribution, prior and previous attainment and national 
benchmarking tests.  As such, exam boards could well change the grades; the school only plays 
one part in reaching the final grade for each student. 
 
We will be having a Results Day as usual on Thursday 20 August, further details of which will 
be sent in due course. 
 
The proposed autumn series of exams is up for public consultation by Ofqual and so we have 
yet to receive any official confirmation as to how or when these will take place. 
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A Level transition work is available on the Sixth Form page of the website for students to be 
completing. 
 
I am very sad to confirm that there will be no Prom on the date we had planned.  However, 
we still intend to have some kind of celebration but, of course, yet, we are unable to say what, 
where or when this will be. 
 
Year 12 
 
Year 12 will return on Monday 15 June and we are grateful to Hampton Gardens School for 
allowing us to use their facilities.  As with Year 10, parents and students will have received 
details regarding the new timetable, which in summary is a week of meetings with form tutors 
mixed with UCAS activities (one house per day) followed by lessons in option blocks over the 
next four weeks.  Similarly, this is to supplement remote learning and the increased use of 
Teams lessons online.  As mentioned earlier, we have no indication as to what exams will be 
like next year and so we continue to plan for no change. 
 
Our weekly Sixth Form Newsletter and Student of the Week continues. 
 
Year 13 
 
Our update for Year 13 is very similar to that for year 11.  CAGs have been produced and sent 
off, the Leavers Meal has had to be cancelled, Results Day will take place on Thursday 13 
August and we await information from the Department for Education on the autumn 
examination season.  I hope you enjoyed your leaving video, which, whilst excellent, is no 
replacement for the proper send-off that Year 13 deserve. 
 
Finally, it is with sadness that we bid farewell to Mrs Judge, who is leaving Hampton College 
on 12 June to join the Richard Barnes Academy.   She has been a highly valued member of the 
school since joining back in 2008 when she was originally appointed as a Teacher of PE and 
Head of Year, and more recently, she has worked as a member of the Senior Leadership Team 
and Head of House.  Her work as the designated teacher for looked after children has been 
recognised as highly effective within the local authority.  Throughout the last few years, many 
students and families have worked closely with her and I know they are very grateful for her 
support.   The whole school community wish Mrs Judge the very best of luck in her new role 
as Assistant Headteacher. 
 
We shall continue to update you as and when any further announcements are made but until 
then, please do not hesitate to contact us for any reason should you need. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

Mr J Gilligan 

Head of School (Secondary Phase)  


