Programmes of Study
GEOGRAPHY
You will have the chance to ask questions about what is
changing in the UK and about your local environment, to study
it more closely by collecting data and analysing it to find out
what it tells you. Seems challenging - you are going to love it!
Geography will widen your horizons!

Why is the study of Geography important?
Geography is the study of Earth’s landscapes, peoples, places and
environments. It is about the world in which we live and its
study will make you question how and why the world is
changing, globally and locally but also, how human actions can
complicate and exacerbate natural changes and events.
Geography will encourage you to think about the vast number
of physical and human connections that exist within our world
and about the pressures that the world’s natural environments
face. From Year 7 onwards you will have the exciting
opportunity to understand the natural processes that affect
millions of people every year like volcanic eruptions,
earthquakes and tsunamis, how climate change is affecting
populations and how population change is itself affecting
different countries. Geography allows you to study a wide range
of topics from across the globe and enables you to develop a
wide range of skills that you will use to interpret the world
around you and understand how we can make changes that will
have implications on a variety of scales, from your local area to
the whole world! Your study of Geography will encourage you
to think deeply and help you more effectively make links to
other subjects like Science, Maths and other Humanities subjects
and gain great life skills that all universities and employers will
appreciate.

What skills will the study of Geography teach
you?
You are a citizen in this world and you need to know how to
analyse a variety of sources of information, to be able to use
data to identify key patterns. It will teach you to… • interpret
maps, diagrams, photographs and satellite images
• see patterns in our everyday lives and in the environments
around us
• use Geographical Information Systems to explain geographic
information
• collect primary data through fieldwork and about what
secondary data is relevant and reliable
• present data using a wide variety of maps, graphs and diagrams
• understand how modelling can help us predict changes
• develop detailed written arguments that incorporate evidence
• solve problems
• use a variety of maths skills to help interpret geographical
information and explain events and patterns
• recognise the strengths and weaknesses of data
• evaluate the usefulness of information
• assess the effectiveness of different data collection methods
and data presentation techniques
• write strong arguments and use evidence to convince others
of your viewpoint

Across your study you will explore Physical, Human and
Environmental Geography. You will gain an understanding of
why countries are at different levels of development and the
impact that this has on the populations and environments of
those countries. You will understand the physical and human
factors that cause and contribute to natural disasters and the
importance of natural resources, ecosystems and economic
links around the world. Lessons will provide a wide range of
opportunities for group work, role play, independent research
and will encourage you to challenge yourself to suggest
solutions to problems faced around the world. Geography is
both creative and problem solving and your Geography
classroom will be brimming with opportunities to explore the
world through images, video clips, stories of personal
experiences and maps. You will engage with questions such as:






What will you know and understand from your
study of Geography?
• The basic physical systems that affect everyday life e.g. our
weather and climate, plate tectonics, water and nutrient
cycles, wind and atmospheric currents.
• You will learn the location of places and the physical and
cultural characteristics of different places
• You will improve your understanding of why our world is so
interconnected and how technology is changing the geography
of the planet.
• We will understand the geography of the past and how
geography has played important roles in the way people
develop their ideas to understand places and environments.
• You will develop a detailed knowledge and understanding of a
wide range and scale of places including your local area, your
country and the world so that you can understand the where

where does our food come?
why do people live in dangerous places?
how can we plan for the future of our planet?
why are global businesses so important?
how can the quality of life of the poorest people in the
world be improved?
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We normally take students at Key Stage 5 to the Holderness
Coastline in East Yorkshire to do their data collection which
forms the basis of their coursework or NEA (Non Examined
Assessment) – this forms 20% of the A level, so is an essential
part of the course.

places are, why events happen and what impact the location of
these events might have
You will be able to explain how the processes of human (e.g.
urbanisation) and physical systems (e.g. weather and climate)
have organised and sometimes changed the surface of the
Earth.
You will understand and recognise the spatial organisation of
population globally and in the UK.
You will use your understanding of spatial distributions at all
scales — local and worldwide — in order to understand the
complex connectivity of people and places.
You will learn to evaluate sensible evidence driven judgements
about how people and the environment interact.
You will be able to apply your knowledge in order to suggest
wise management decisions about how the planet’s resources
should be used.
You will gain a better understanding of global interdependence
and to become a better global citizen.

We also run optional trips for students in Geography. At the
end of Year 9 we take students to Birmingham, and at GCSE and
A level we run trips to Iceland and Southern Italy on a twoyearly rota.

What will I study in Geography at Hampton
College?
The graphics below explain our curriculum as you progress
through Key Stage 3, 4 and 5.

How does your study of Geography support
your study in other subjects?
Study of any subject in our curriculum takes full advantage of
links with other subject areas. We make the most of them
because we know that deep learning requires the transference
of knowledge and skills from one topic of learning to another.
Once you can transfer your learning across topics and subject
areas then you are really mastering what you know and how to
apply your understanding and skills.
Geography touches on so many other subjects such as Science,
where there are lots of overlaps with topics like ecosystems,
tectonics and climate change. Our links with Maths include the
use of graphical and statistical skills to analyse and interpret data
so we can see patterns that we can explain. Geography shares
the use and interpretation of texts and the development of
written skills with English, and with History, the use of sources
and the interrogation of them to consider whether they are
reliable and how best to use them to back up our arguments.
Geography is the perfect subject to link together the ‘arts’ with
the sciences. You will learn methods of thinking and research
that are widely applicable to other subject areas which will help
to develop your thinking in all subjects.

What extracurricular opportunities are there
in Geography?
Students get the opportunity to develop their fieldwork skills in
Key Stage 3 by conducting activities on and around the school
site, and then using different data presentation and analysis skills
to interpret their results.
This helps to prepare them for Key Stage 4, where we complete
2 fieldwork activities in contrasting environments – we usually
visit Sheffield to conduct Urban fieldwork, and Hunstanton to
investigate coastal processes. We use the data collected to
prepare for questions in the paper 3 exam.
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How can Geography support your future?
Of course we offer the study of GCSE and A Level
Geography and we encourage your continued study in this
fantastic subject. Yet we know that choice and personal
interest are important aspects of worthy study. Whether you
have continued your study of Geography into GCSE or A
level or not you will have gained accessed to this enriching
subject and its study will have taught you to think differently
and deeply.
The very fact that Geography develops such a wide range of
transferable skills such as analysis, interpretation and the use
of statistical techniques to explore a wide range of data will
help your future application be they for colleges, universities,
apprenticeships or employment.
Geography is offered at most prestigious universities either
as a single honours or a joint honours subject studied
alongside other disciplines e.g. BA Geography and
Economics, Geography and Sociology, Geography and
Management (University of Leeds), Social Sciences including
Geography (Liberal Arts Degree at University of Durham).
Students of Geography will usually continue to study physical
and human aspects of the subject but you can then opt for
units that particularly interest you.
The study of Geography can be a spring board into a huge
range of career choices because of the transferable skills you
will develop. Students who study Geography are among the
most employable people and according to the UKs higher
education statistics, Geography graduates are among the
least likely to be unemployed after their degree. Of specific
note are the analytical and IT based Geographical skills that
Geography students develop.
Geographers fulfil a wide range of careers:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

financial services
planning
working in the environment, environmental law,
environmental engineering
travel and tourism
international charities
retail • International relations
GIS
Management
Environmental Health Technician
Transport
GIS officer
Environmental Adviser
Sales Recruitment Consultant
GIS Technician/Analyst
Data Quality Officer
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GEOGRAPHY
Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10 (AQA)

Year 11 (AQA)

Year 12 (Edexcel)

Year 13 (Edexcel)

Autumn 1

Passport to the
World

Fragile World

Volcanoes and
Earthquakes

Urban World Rio

Natural Hazards Climate Change

Teacher 1 – Coasts
Teacher 2 Regeneration

Teacher 1 – Water
Teacher 2 –
Superpowers

Autumn 2

Food for
thought

Inequality in
Brazil

Is extreme
weather on the
rise?

Urban World London

Living World –
Ecosystems, Deserts,
Rainforests

Teacher 1 – Coasts
Teacher 2 Regeneration

Teacher 1 – Carbon
Teacher 2 –
Health Human Rights

Spring 1

Does Geology
rock?

China – the
next
superpower?

Megacities

Resource Management

Development and
Brazil Case Study

Carbon /
Health Human Rights

Spring 2

Map Skills

Water water
everywhere

The threat of
Climate Change

Rivers

Development
UK Economy Case
Study

Summer 1

Changing
Settlements in
the UK

Is Oil really
black gold?

Africa and Uneven
development

Coasts

Revision

Teacher 1 –
Tectonics
Teacher 2 –
Globalisation
Teacher 1 –
Tectonics
Teacher 2 –
Globalisation
Coursework +
Teacher 1 – Water
Teacher 2 –
Superpowers

EXAM
Tourism – Are
you ready for a
holiday? (with
EU focus)

EXAM
Rivers – Wet
and Wild

EXAM
Sustainable - the
future of our
planet

Natural Hazards Tectonics /
Weather

(Finished)

Coursework +
Teacher 1 – Water
Teacher 2 –
Superpowers

(Finished)

Summer 2
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Revision and exam
preparation
Revision and exam
preparation

Home Learning Links:

What Parents should know about the Geography
Curriculum at Hampton College:
The three I’s: ‘Intent’, ‘Implement’ and ‘Impact’?
‘Intent’ – We hope you will agree that we have a rich & varied
curriculum, which aims to develop students as well-rounded
learners, not simply focused on passing tests. Each Key Stage
builds upon prior learning in an engaging way, that builds upon
skills and knowledge that has been explored before in a more
foundational way.
‘Implementation – the broad & balanced curriculum is fully
presented by teachers, in a way that engages learners and
stimulates discussions throughout; thus developing an interest
and passion for the subject, not simply a focus on outcomes.

30 mins

Year 8

30-45 mins

Year 9

45 mins

Year 10/11

60 mins

Year 9

Aut 1

Link

Link

Link

Aut 2

Link

Link

Link

Spring 1

Link

Link

Link

Spring 2

Link

Link

Link

Summer 1

Link

Link

Link

There is also a continuing cycle of formative assessment
throughout the year; this could take the form of peer and
self-assessment, knowledge-based quizzes, and tasks to
consolidate and reinforce learning.

How often is home learning set?
A piece of Geography home learning will be set once a week.
Please see below for approximately how long it should take.

Year 7

Year 8

There are 2 summative assessments per term. These can be
in different formats, ranging from ‘decision making skills’
where students look at various sources to come to decision
and justify their stance, short and long answer exam-style
questions which gives opportunities for extended writing.

Parent FAQs:

Time per week

Year 7

How is my child assessed in KS3 Geography?

‘Impact’ – You will find that there is a strong emphasis on
engagement and attitudes to learning within the subject, which
can be transferred to other areas. Therefore, knowledge and
skills are developed throughout the Geography curriculum in a
way that benefits the learner’s holistic development.

Key stage

Term

Not all formative assessments will be graded, as many times
it is for the benefit of students and teacher to monitor
understanding. Summative assessment will usually be graded
and will use the 1-9 scale in line with GCSE’s in order to
track progress over time.

How can I support my child with home learning?
Home learning is set to complement and enhance the
geography curriculum and will enable students to consolidate
and practise new knowledge and skills. Parents can support
their children in a variety of ways. One of the main ways to
help is to ensure your child knows what work is set, when it
is due, what additional support they may or may not require
and liaise between the teacher and your child as appropriate.
Once your child believes it is complete, it is a good idea to
encourage them to read back over the tasks/questions to
check that everything been included.
Home learning will be recorded on Bromcom. Students must
be able to log on to the system with their username and
password. Any problems with logging on or changing of
password please visit data@hamptoncollege.org.uk. Also
please inform your class teacher of any problems accessing
or completing home learning before the due in date.
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Year 7 Geography Assessment
Date/ Assessment / Key knowledge

Style of Assessment

How can I help

Date: Sept/ Oct

Essay form

Research different 7 wonders of the
world

Topic: Passport to the world/
And the new 7 wonders of the world
And the 7 wonders of the world
Assessment: Stonehenge
Date: Dec/
Topic: Food for thought
Assessment:

Date: Feb,
Topic: Geology Rocks
Assessment: Malham

Date: March/
Topic OS Maps Skills

Decision Making paper –
skills based. Students look at
various sources to come to
a decision.

This unit is on food and geography –
parents could encourage interest in
places especially those of varying levels
of development. Encourage the use of
Google maps and encourage students to
read a newspaper. Any articles to do
with food production or food shortages
in the world would be particularly useful.
Promote debate and discussion as this
essay will require an opinion to form

Decision Making paper –
skills based. Students look at
various sources to come to
a decision.

Any reading around the subject of
quarrying would be especially useful for
this assessment. The positives and
negatives of taking products from the
land e.g. Limestone, Iron Ore, Coal. The
decision-making element of this unit
involves the students making a decision
whether to locate a quarry in a particular
place. They have to back this up with
reasoned explanations and clear
justifications.

Short answer knowledge
questions and a map skills
section.

Use google Earth and explore different
places around the world and on different
views.

Assessment:
Date: June
Topics covered:

Practice learn how to use maps
Short and long answer
knowledge questions and a
map skills section.

Assessment: End of year Exam
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Talk to the student through the year
about what they are studying in
geography and ask them questions about
what they are learning. They will be
trying to revise from their class book so
testing them would be useful.

Year 8 Geography Assessment
Date/ Assessment / Key
knowledge

Style of Assessment

How can I help

Date: Sept/ Oct

Decision Making paper –
skills based. Students look
at various sources to
come to a decision.

Antarctica website is very useful

Written assessment to
evaluate solving the
problems with Favelas

Research the following areas:

Topic: Fragile world (Biomes)
Assessment: Antarctica
Date: Dec/Jan
Topic: Urban inequality

https://discoveringantarctica.org.uk/challenges/sustainability/mi
neral-resources/








Assessment: Brazil

Date: April
Topic: Water, Water
everywhere

Where is Brazil? An identification of the human and
physical features
The Brazilian climate
Urbanisation: the great tug of war
A city of two halves
The indigenous people of the Amazon rainforest
What is life like in Brazil?

Short and long answer
knowledge questions and a
map skills section.

This topic has lots of keywords. Try to produce cue Cards to
revise the keywords.

Short and long answer
knowledge questions and a
map skills section.

Talk to the student through the year about what they are
studying in geography and ask them questions about what they
are learning. They will be trying to revise from their class
book so testing them would be useful.

Assessment:
Date: June
Topic covered:
Assessment: End of year Exam
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Year 9 Geography Assessment
Date/ Assessment / Key
knowledge

Style of Assessment

How can I help

Date: Sept/ Oct

DME

Topic: Is the Earth becoming
more violent? (earthquakes/
Volcanoes)

Essay—Why do people choose
to live in tectonically active
areas of the world? Mini Test on
key words and their meanings.

There is a huge amount of new vocabulary in this
section so any encouragement in key terms would be
greatly appreciated. Test spellings and glossary of key
words. BBC Bitesize have a fabulous KS3 section on
Geography and in particular tectonic hazards. Disaster
geography is always popular so independent research
on tectonic hazards would be useful—earthquakes,
volcanoes, tsunamis. You tube clips are also a great way
to see these hazards in real life. www.emsc-csem.org
This site shows a day by day account of earthquakes as
they happen.

Assessment:

Date: Dec/Jan

9-mark GCSE question

Topic: Is extreme weather on
the rise?

PEE

Encourage students to look at the news and particularly
weather forecasts. Disaster geography is always popular
so independent research on climatic hazards would be
useful—hurricanes, cyclones, drought and forest fires.
You tube clips on storm chasers is also a great way to
see these hazards in real life.

Assessment:
Date: March

Encourage students to look at the news for examples of
climate change around the world.

Topic: The threat of Climate
change
Assessment:
Date: June

Short and long answer
knowledge questions and a map
skills section.

Topics Covered:
Assessment: End of year Exam

Talk to the student through the year about what they
are studying in geography and ask them questions about
what they are learning. They will be trying to revise
from their class book so testing them would be useful.

How is my child assessed in KS4 Geography?
For GCSE Geography, we follow the AQA exam syllabus. In line with this, work is assessed using the following assessment
objectives:
AO1

AO2

AO3

AO4

Demonstrate locations,
places, processes,
environments and different
scales

Demonstrate Geographical
understanding of:

Apply knowledge and
understanding to interpret,
analyse, evaluate
Geographical information
and issues, and to make
judgements

Select, adapt and use a
variety of skills and
techniques to investigate
questions and issues and
communicate findings.

-

-

Concepts and how they are
used in relation to places,
environments and processes
The inter-relationship
between places,
environments and processes
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How can I help my child revise?
Your child’s teacher will provide revision resources, and in
addition to this, there is an additional resource provided
here which will explain some common revision strategies
(use the link below). They include ‘flashcards’, revision clock’,
‘visual revision’, ‘brain dump’, ‘knowledge organiser’ and selfquizzing’.
Please see Keystage 3/ 4 Revision Tips document

Revision Websites for key stage 4 Geography:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zy3ptyc
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.internetgeography.net/

What careers can geography lead to?
https://youtu.be/KZ-APqIuBIw

Are there any other useful resources and website
links?
There is a poster included here called ‘Boost your learning’
which gives ideas for reading around the subject in
Geography (link included). There is also a list of useful
resources and links below that will support additional
learning at home:
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