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RATIONALE AND AIMS 

"Homework is not an optional extra, but an essential part of a good education." - 1999 White 
Paper, Excellence in Schools 

Home learning enhances student learning, improves achievement and develops students' study 
skills and, as such, is an integral part of the curriculum. It requires careful planning and integration 
into the scheme of work of each curriculum area. 

 
The EEF (Educational Endowment Foundation) highlights in its research that purposeful home 
learning has a significant impact on improving students’ progress. It emphasises that improved 
self-regulation of different learning skills can extend students’ educational progression, and that 
home learning can benefit developing students’ personal, emotional and academic skills resulting 
in improved progress and outcomes. 

 
As such, we firmly believe that providing students with the knowledge and understanding of the 
benefits of learning independently, combined with the necessary opportunities to complete 
engaging and effective extended learning, will increase levels of motivation, self-determination 
and encourage good habits for lifelong learning.  

 

Home learning has the most positive impact on student learning when: 

• It is completed by the student to the best of their ability.  

• Students have a quiet, designated place at home to complete homework.  

• Students develop a routine for completing homework at home.  

• Parents are supportive and encouraging.  

• Teachers plan for home learning as an integral part of the student learning experience.  
 
How home learning supports learning and development: 

• Supports classroom practice enabling students to consolidate and extend learning. 

• Enables students to practice skills learnt in the classroom to deeply embed knowledge. 

• Allows students to prepare for new learning activities.  

• Allows students to access resources not available in the classroom.  

• Promotes personal and independent research skills.  

• Allows for differentiation where more able students extend their learning.  

• Provides feedback in the evaluation of teaching.  

• Encourages key behavioural skills such as self-reliance, time management and personal 
organisation.  

• Allows for the testing of knowledge and the practicing of techniques pertinent to criteria 
for assessment in examinations.  

• Engages parental co-operation and support.  

• Creates channels for home school dialogue.  
 

SETTING AND MARKING OF HOME LEARNING 

• Staff must provide clear deadlines for completion on the day the homework is set. 

• Staff must update the status of home learning and state whether home learning has been 

submitted, submitted late or not submitted on the date it is due to support student. 
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• Home learning should be planned for as an integral part of student learning. High quality, 

coordinated, interesting and well-planned home learning will support student 

achievement. 

• Home learning must be purposeful, realistic, meaningful and appropriately challenging 

for all students. 

• Home learning will be marked, assessed and feedback will be provided to the students in 

line with the School’s Assessment, Recording and Reporting policy. 

 
FREQUENCY AND METHODS 

Subject Key Stage Frequency and 
Length 

Method Feedback 

Art KS3 One a fortnight; 
may take a topic-
based approach 

Explained through 
PowerPoint, Visuals 
and posted on 
Bromcom 

Written feedback 

KS4 Weekly – 1 hour Explained through 
PowerPoint, Visuals 
and posted on 
Bromcom 

Written feedback 
Verbal feedback 

KS5 Weekly – 1-2 
hours 

Explained through 
PowerPoint, Visuals 
and posted on 
Bromcom 

Written feedback 
Verbal feedback 

Business 
Studies 

KS4 Weekly or 
fortnightly; may 
depend on topic 
and task – 1 hour 

Teams 
Seneca 
Hard copy hand 
outs 

Via Teams 
feedback on return 
of work 
Seneca – self 
marking 
Written feedback 

KS5 Weekly – 1 hour or 
work for every 
hour of contact 
time 

Teams Via Teams 
feedback on return 
of work 

KS5 
Vocational 

Weekly/ As 
coursework 
requires – 1-3 
hours 

Teams Via Teams 
feedback on return 
of work 

Citizenship KS4 Weekly -  30 mins 
– 1 hour 
May include 
project work 

Hard copy hand 
outs 

Written feedback 
Verbal feedback 
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Criminology KS5 Weekly – 2 hours Teams 
Hard copy hand 
outs 

Via Teams 
feedback on return 
of work 
Verbal feedback 
Written feedback 

Computer 
Science 

KS3 Weekly – 20-30 
minutes 

Idea.org.uk In class progress 
checks 

KS4 Weekly – up to 1 
hour 

Seneca 
Ada computing 
Cambridge Go 
Online textbook 

Seneca – self 
marking 
In class tests/ 
assessments 

KS5 Weekly – 1 hour Hard copy textbook 
Teams 
Seneca 

Seneca – self 
marking 
In class tests/ 
assessments 

Design & 
Technology  

KS3 Fortnightly – 30 
minutes 

Hard copy  
Teams 
Revision for end of 
unit test 

Written feedback 

KS4 Weekly -3-60 
minutes 

Hard copy hand 
outs 
Seneca 
Teams 
e-Revision 
 
Year 10 DT – 
Continuing current 
project work. PG 
online H/Ws 
 
Year 11 – 
Continuing NEA 
work and exam 
style questions 

Written feedback 
Seneca – self 
marking 
Via Teams 
feedback on return 
of work 

KS5 Weekly – 1-2 
hours/ as 
coursework 

Teams 
 
Year 12 DT – 
Continuing current 
project work 
 
Year 13 – 
Continuing NEA 

Via Teams 
feedback on return 
of work 
Verbal feedback 
Class feedback 
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work and exam 
style questions 

Drama KS4 Weekly – 1-2 
hours (including 
line learning) 

Hard copy scripts 
Teams 

Verbal feedback  
Written feedback 

KS5 Weekly – 2-3 
hours  

Hard copy scripts 
Teams 

Verbal feedback  
Written feedback 

English KS3 Weekly – 30 
minutes 

Teams Rubric on Teams 
and written 
feedback where 
necessary on 
return of work 

KS4 Weekly – 40 
minutes 

Teams Rubric on Teams 
and written 
feedback where 
necessary on 
return of work 

KS5 Weekly - 1-2 
hours a week 

Hard copy essay 
Online coursework 
Pre-reading Wider 
reading 
 

Written feedback 
Verbal feedback 

Film Studies KS4 Fortnightly – 30 
minutes 
Can include 
watching a film 

Teams Via Teams 
feedback on return 
of work 
 

KS5 Weekly – at least 
1 hour 

Teams Via Teams 
feedback on return 
of work 
 

Geography KS3 Weekly - 20-30 
minutes 

HL Booklets 
Hard copy work 
sheets 
Online videos 
Revision 

Written feedback 
Peer/ self-
assessment 

KS4 Weekly - 1 hour Educake 
Revision 

Educake – self 
marking 
 

KS5 Weekly - 5 hours  Hard copy essay 
responses 
Online videos 

Written feedback 
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Health and 
Social Care 

KS4 Fortnightly 
project –2 weeks 

Teams Via Teams 
feedback on return 
of work 
 

KS5 Fortnightly 
project –2 weeks 

Teams 
Hardcopies for 
folders 

Via Teams 
feedback on return 
of work 
 

History KS3 Weekly - 20-30 
minutes 

Hard copy 
worksheets 
Revision 

Peer/ self-
assessment 

KS4 Weekly - 1 hour Written in school 
books 

Peer/ self-
assessment 
Written feedback 

KS5 Weekly - 5 hours  Hard copy essays 
Pre-reading 
Wider reading 
Revision 

Written feedback 

Maths KS3 Weekly - 1 hour Sparx Sparx – self 
marking 

KS4 Weekly - 1 hour Sparx 
 

Sparx – self 
marking 
 

KS5 Weekly - 2 hours DrFrost DrFrost- self 
marking 

Modern 
Foreign 
Languages 

KS3 Weekly – 35 
minutes 

Quizlet 
Seneca 
BBC Bitesize 
Research based 
tasks 
Teams Reading 
Progress 

Seneca – self 
marking 
Weekly vocabulary 
tests 
Quizlet – peer/self-
assessment 
Written feedback 
Teams Reading 
Progress – 
immediate online 
feedback 

KS4 Weekly – 60 
minutes 

Quizlet 
Seneca 
BBC Bitesize 

Seneca – self 
marking 
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Research based 
tasks 
Hard copy work 
sheets 

Quizlet – peer/self-
assessment 
Weekly vocabulary 
tests 
Written feedback 
using WWW and 
EBI 

Music KS4 Weekly – 30 
minutes theory; 
2-5 hours musical 
practice 

Hard copy 
worksheets 
Performance 
Sound trap for 
compositions 

Feedback via 
SoundTrap, 
tracking logs in 
books. 
Written feedback. 

KS5 Twice weekly – 
once for each unit 
– 1-2 hours per 
task 

Performance 
Teams 

Audio links on 
students work and 
emails / uploaded 
to Teams. Practical 
on feedback 
sheets. 

P.E KS4 Weekly 
GCSE PE: 30 mins 
- 1 hour  
OCR Year 10 – 
Ongoing 
coursework - 15 
mins - 1 hour  
OCR Year 11 - 15 
minutes to 1 hour 
 

GCSE Pod 
Practical 
performance 
Teams 
Hard copy 
worksheets 

Feedback through 
GCSE Pod 
Verbal feedback on 
performances 
Via Teams 
feedback on return 
of work 
In-call tests/ 
quizzes 

KS5 Weekly – 1-3 
hours dependent 
upon task 

Wider reading 
Performance Logs 
Evidence collection 
Hard copy 
worksheets 
Revision 
Folder work 

Written feedback 
Whole class 
feedback 
Verbal feedback 
(practical evidence 
and performance) 
 

P.D KS3 Weekly - 20-30 
minutes 

Hard copy 
worksheets 
Revision 

Written feedback 
Peer/ self-
assessment 

Psychology KS5 Weekly – 2-4 
hours dependent 

Teams Written and verbal 
feedback 
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on teacher 
direction 

Religious 
Education 

KS3 Once a fortnight – 
30 minutes 

Hard copy 
worksheets 
Revision 
Wider Reading 

Written feedback# 
Peer/ self-
assessment 

Science KS3 Weekly – 30 
minutes 

Hard copy 
worksheets 
 

Peer/ self-
assessment 
In lesson follow up 

KS4 Weekly – 40 
minutes 

Hard copy 
worksheets 
Practical write ups 
Rote learning of 
definitions 
Seneca 
 

Peer/ self-
assessment 
In lesson follow up 
Written feedback 
Seneca – self 
marking 
 

KS5 Weekly – 1-2 
hours 

Practical write ups 
Rote learning of 
definitions 
Seneca 
 
 

Peer/ self-
assessment 
In lesson follow up 
Written feedback 
Seneca – self 
marking 
 

Sociology KS4 Weekly – 30-60 
minutes 

Teams Written feedback 
Verbal feedback 
Whole class 
feedback 

KS5 Weekly – 2-4 
hours 

Teams Written feedback 
Verbal feedback 
Whole class 
feedback 
 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES  

 

The role of the student 

• To listen to home learning instructions in class.  

• To copy down instructions for the task, log in details for online applications and deadline 
dates into the student planner or regularly check the method of setting for home learning 
posted.   
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• To ensure that home learning is completed and handed in to meet the deadline.  

• To attempt all work and give their best.  

• To inform the class teacher of any difficulties.  
 

The role of the Form Tutor 

• To include home learning in student mentoring where appropriate.  
 

The role of the Class Teacher 

• Set home learning and record on Bromcom. 

• Provide the stimulus.  

• Give full and comprehensive instructions.  

• Set deadlines for completed work and ensure that they are met.  

• Mark and return home learning promptly. 

• Provide help and support.  

• Inform the Head of Department, Tutor and Head of House, as appropriate, when problems 
arise.  

• Ensure the home-learning task is relevant to the child’s ability and individual needs and 
provide support if necessary. 

 
The role of the Head of Department 
 

• To seek to enhance the quality of homework set.  

• To monitor and evaluate home learning set.  
 
 
 
The role of Parents 
 
The role of the parent is crucial if a child is to gain success from home learning. To reinforce its 
value through positive feedback will give students the confidence to persevere, work hard and 
reach high standards of achievement. 
 
Parents can assist by: 

• Providing a table, chair and a quiet place to work.  

• Checking the time spent on individual tasks.  

• Ensuring that outside clubs do not hamper a child's quality of work and put a child under 
pressure.  

• Checking presentation and content of all home learning being returned to school.  

• Providing the school with information about any problems through the student planner or 
by contacting the school directly.  

 

 

Additional Guidance 

Music  

In Music, students are strongly encouraged to take advantage of the department’s vast extra-
curricular provision which is open to all students and ranges from a variety of staff-led 
ensembles and peripatetic music lessons to the use of the bookable practice rooms and 
classroom facilities (instruments and PCs).  Many students rehearse in the music department 
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during lunchtime and after school.  Participation in Hampton College music ensembles is heavily 
encouraged by the music department, as is independent practice when facilities are available.  
 

Drama  

The Drama Department has an array of extra-curricular provision allowing them to compete and 
take part in local and national festivals as well as showcase their work at celebration evenings 
throughout the year. The department directs and produces a main school play every year that is 
open and accessible for all students; whether they take a performance role or would like to help 
backstage. We ask pupils to take advantage of the Drama studio’s open-door policy at breaks 
and lunchtime for students to rehearse and refine their class work.  

 
PE  

In addition to the 2 hours of formal PE lessons per week the PE department also offer a broad 
and balanced range of extra – curricular activities for the students that are advertised to them 
on a termly basis. 

As per Government recommendations you can encourage your child to be active for at least 60 
minutes per day. This could be through participating in organised and competitive team and 
individual sports and fitness type activities, such as the local football or rugby team, going to 
organised Dance and Gymnastic groups in the local area or even to community fitness classes. 
This could also be a recreational activity such as cycling or walking in the local area or to school 
and could even include playing sports and games with their friends or family at the park. 

 

MID YEAR ADMISSIONS TO KS4 and KS5 

We are aware that students can join the college part way through a school year. To support 
students who transfer during Key Stage 4 and KS5  'catch-up' will be provided  to ensure that 
students are supported in fulfilling their potential in their course choices. This 'catch up' work, 
often set in the form of overview packs will be provided by the classroom teacher and also they 
will communicate home. Catch up packs are important as they cover what is missed and it will 
allow students to have full coverage of the course. 

 
WIDER READING OPPORTUNITIES 

 
All KS3 students are set reading home-learning at the start of every half-term. This may be a 
recommended fiction text or links to non-fiction articles that have extended links curriculum 
schemes of work. Progress points will be given to those students completing the reading home-
learning. Students will be given additional challenges to complete and reading prompts. 
Students who complete all the book prompts for the year will be recognised for their contributions 
to reading for pleasure. 
 
All staff, where possible, will reinforce wider reading and will offer suitable suggestions to 
support their learning outside of the classroom through fiction and non-fiction texts. This may 
feed into their extended reading for home-learning at KS3. 
 
Students will be given opportunities to read in both lessons and pastoral time, with a range of 
activities designed to develop their fluency, accuracy and understanding; this may include silent 
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reading sessions where they will be expected to bring in their own reading material from home 
of the school library. 

 

 
PROCEDURE REGARDING CONCERNS OVER ENGAGEMENT OF HOME LEARNING 
  
When home learning is not completed, teachers should initially support the student and ensure 
the tasks set meet the student's needs. If this is so, then the follow steps should be taken: 

• Class teacher – discussion with student, recorded on Bromcom to inform parents, Head of 
Department, Form Tutor, Head of House at regular intervals. 

• Head of Department – discussion with referred student and recorded on Bromcom where 
necessary. Communication with parents if there is an ongoing problem. 

• Pastoral team – tutors identifying students with homework issues across several curriculum 
areas through academic mentoring. Referral where necessary to Head of House. Head of 
House discusses and negotiates with students, applying support and contact home where 
necessary. 

• If a parent is concerned over any aspect of home learning, they are encouraged to contact 
the school immediately either by phone or by email. 

• Home learning will be monitored by Heads of Department and other school leaders as part 
of on-going work scrutiny and quality assurance measures. Non-compliance will be 
managed by each department as stated above. 

 
 
Policy review 
 
This policy is reviewed every three years or sooner if there are statutory guidance updates. 
 
APPROVED BY GOVERNORS: 
 
      K Umpleby    October 2024 
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