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Name Kerry Rigby 

Category of 
governor 

 Co-Chair of Governors 

Term of office  10/12/2021 – 10/12/2026 (5 year term) 

Work  Kerry currently works as a Finance Manager within a 
large Multi Academy Trust.  Uniquely, the Group includes 
a mixture of schools in both the public and the private 
sectors, working together for mutual benefit.  

Prior to this Kerry worked for Pearl Assurance as a 
Corporate Accountant before taking a career break until 
her children started primary school. 

Hobbies and 
interests 

Kerry enjoys spending time with the family especially 
having long walks with their dog. Kerry is also a member 
of the local gym and enjoys reading a good book. 

Links to the 
school/area 

Kerry has two sons, one is currently in Year 8, and the 
other son will be attending next year, so is committed to 
supporting the Senior Leadership Team in driving the 
best outcomes for the children and young people.  Kerry 
was born in Peterborough and has lived in Hampton for 
15 years. 

Why did you 
become a 
governor?  

Kerry’s career in finance has given her in depth skills in 
financial analysis, and strong leadership skills currently 
working closely with schools to monitor budgets, capital 
project and catch-up grants. 
 
Kerry is looking forward to assisting the school governing 
board meet their strategic objectives, and continue to 
ensure a welcome, inclusive, and diverse environment 
for all staff, children and young people to thrive. 
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Name Kerran Harwood 

Category of 
governor 

Co-Chair of Governors 

Term of office   

Work  Chief Operations Officer, Spirit Federation 

I am Chief Operations Officer for Spirit Federation, a group of four 
primary schools in Peterborough. I began my career as a teacher 
in 2000 and have worked in education for more than 25 years, 
including teaching and senior leadership roles. My current role is 
strategic and wide-ranging, with particular responsibility for 
operations, governance, people, finance, estates, compliance and 
ensuring our schools have the systems and support they need to 
thrive. 

Alongside my main role, I continue to work more widely in 
education through the Maths Hub. Mathematics has always been a 
particular passion of mine and I really enjoy working with and 
supporting leaders and schools beyond my own organisation. 

Governance 
experience 

I have been involved in school governance for many years, initially 
as a senior leader reporting to governing boards and subsequently 
as an associate member and governor. As part of my current role, 
I lead and support governance across a four-school federation and 
work closely with governors and school leaders on strategy, 
assurance and accountability. 

I joined the governing body at Hampton College in 2023 and now 
have the privilege of serving as Co-Chair alongside Kerry. I greatly 
value the expertise, experience and friendship she brings to our 
partnership, and I really enjoy working together to support the 
school and its leaders. Governance also gives me the opportunity 
to use my own professional experience in a different context, 
providing both support and challenge while always keeping the 
interests of children and young people at the heart of our 
decisions. 

Hobbies and 
interests 

I am married with two teenage children who are a huge part of my 
life and much of my time outside work is spent with them and 
supporting the things that are important to them. 

I enjoy Pilates and going to the gym, spending time with friends 
and, when I get the chance, relaxing on holiday with a good book. 
I also love watching films with my family - Marvel and Star Wars 
are particular favourites in our house! 

I have always loved learning and remain passionate about 
education, leadership and the difference that great schools and 
the people within them can make to children's lives.I enjoy 
developing my understanding of leadership by reading books, blogs 
and articles about leadership - not just within education but also 
across many different parts of life and I also enjoy learning about 

 



             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

neuro-diversity and how we can best support this community to 
lead their best lives. 

Links to the 
school/area 

I have lived locally for many years and both of my children have 
attended Hampton College, so my connection with the school is 
both personal and professional. Our family has been part of the 
Hampton community for many years, and I have seen the College 
grow and develop during that time. 

Being a governor therefore means a great deal to me. I am not 
only helping to govern a school; I am contributing to the 
community in which my own family has grown up. 

Why did you 
become a 
governor?  

I am passionate about education and the opportunities that an 
excellent school can open up for young people. I believe schools 
have the power not only to improve educational outcomes, but to 
change lives and strengthen the communities they serve. 

I became a governor because I wanted to use my experience to 
contribute to my own local community. As Co-Chair, I see our role 
as both supportive and challenging: asking the right questions, 
thinking strategically and ensuring that leaders are held to 
account, while recognising and supporting the incredibly 
important work undertaken by staff every day. 

Above all, I want Hampton College to be a place where every 
young person is known, valued and given the opportunity to 
thrive. 
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Name  Paul Jones 

Category of 
governor 

 Staff Governor (Head of School (Primary Phase) 

Term of office   

Work  I am currently the Head of School at Hampton College 
Primary Phase, having joined Hampton College in this 
role in September 2013.  Prior to this I worked at 
Hampton Hargate Primary School from September 2002 
to July 2013, initially as a class teacher before taking on 
roles in subject leadership (RE and maths), various Team 
Leader roles (EYFS, KS1 and LKS2), Acting Deputy 
Headteacher and Assistant Headteacher.  I also spent 
four years working on a seconded basis at the Faculty of 
Education, University of Cambridge, as one of the 
lecturers on the PGCE Early Years maths course. 

Governance 
experience 

I was a governor at Hampton Hargate Primary School 
during my time as Acting Deputy Headteacher and 
Assistant Headteacher.  I have also been part of the 
Hampton College Local Governing Body and Primary 
Phase Standards Committee since September 2013. 

Hobbies and 
interests 

One of my keen interests is writing.  I have written a 
number of poems over the years, including composing 
poetry for staff leavers’ assemblies at HCP.  I have also 
written and produced a series of monologues ‘After the 
Silence’, which was performed at The King’s Head 
Theatre, Islington in July / August 2021.   

Links to the 
school/area 

Having worked in Hampton schools for over 20 years, and 
having been a Hampton resident since 2011, I feel that 
Hampton is close to my heart and I feel privileged to 
have been part of the education community in Hampton 
since 2002. 

Why did you 
become a 
governor?  

Becoming a governor came hand-in-hand with senior 
leadership roles I have undertaken at both Hampton 
Hargate Primary School and Hampton College.  I have 
enjoyed being involved with the governing bodies of both 
schools and working alongside teams of governors who 
give so much to education in their roles. 
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Name  

Category of 
governor 

Head of School (Secondary Phase) 

Term of office  September 2023 onwards 

Work  Head of School at Hampton College 

Governance 
experience 

Parent governor of Alderman Payne Primary School, 
Parson Drove since 2019 

Hobbies and 
interests 

 

Links to the 
school/area 

Alex trained as a secondary Teacher of History and has 

been a Head of Department, Advanced Skills Teacher, 

Assistant Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher working 

in Peterborough since 2005. Alex has been Head of 

School since September 2023. Alex has particular 

experience in curriculum and assessment, raising 

standards and learning and teaching. 

Additional affiliations and accreditations 

Alex is a PiXl associate and works with several local 

schools on their KS4 raising standards strategies. She was 

also a subject mentor for ITT at Cambridge University for 

many years. 

In-reach and outreach- support offered in the following 

areas: 

 Raising Standards 
 School Improvement 
 Curriculum 
 Learning and teaching 
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Name Jane Hopkins 

Category of 
governor 

 Staff Governor 

Term of office   

Work  Currently work as a Level 3 Teaching Assistant at 
Hampton College Primary Phase. I work mainly in Year 1 
with both the main cohort and in a 1:1 role. I am the 
Young Carers Champion for Years 1,2 & 3 along with 
being an active member of the PTA. 

Governance 
experience 

None Previously 

Hobbies and 
interests 

I am a very busy mum with 6 of my own children. 3 of 
which attend Hampton Gardens and 3 are at Woodston 
Primary School. I also have 3 Stepsons who live in Wales, 
I am very lucky to see them alternate weekends and 
school holidays.  

I love reading and have been fortunate to see first hand 
how amazing the Little Wandle Reading program is with 
my 5 year old daughter. Sharing a book with her each day 
is one of my pleasures. 

If I do get any free time I love to ride my motorbike, 
especially to the coast for an ice cream. 

Links to the 
school/area 

I have lived in Hampton Hargate since 2018 after moving 
from Woodston. I was involved at various times in 
Hampton Scouting from 2014-2022 in different roles 
which I thoroughly enjoyed.  

Why did you 
become a 
governor?  

I am very passionate about education particularly in 
ensuring that all children meet their full potential 
regarding of any special education needs. Having a son 
with ADHD and epilepsy it is a matter close to my heart.  

I would like to get a better view of how the school is run 
both at a primary and secondary level. I am keen to see 
the strategic planning involved and also have a keen 
interest in attendance and safeguarding which I am 
looking to study further.  
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Name Gee Rossouw 

Category of 
governor 

 Staff governor  

Term of office   

Work  Teacher of Maths 

Governance 
experience 

None 

Hobbies and 
interests 

Organic gardening, trade union activism, post-graduate 
studies – MSc Systems thinking in practice 

Links to the 
school/area 

Staff member 

Why did you 
become a 
governor?  

I hope to gain understanding of the many interconnected 
perspectives of stakeholders involved with the success of 
a school and trust. The perspective of governing body – 
the challenges faced when making decisions, the whole 
school and even whole trust perspective rather than the 
Maths department only focus, and teacher only focus. 

I think that I have something to contribute from the 
perspective of trade union activist, wellbeing committee 
lead and the strategy making when dealing with complex 
problematic situations that I’m studying right now. 

I hope to gain valuable insights and knowledge that can 
help me learn to be better in my other roles as colleague 
and team member, classroom teacher, union rep and 
wellbeing leader.  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name:   Scott Steele 

Category of governor Local Governor 

Term of office  4 Years 

Work  Lecturer in Law at Anglian Ruskin University 

Governance 
experience 

Scott is an accomplished education and governance leader 
whose career spans further and higher education, alongside 
strategic roles within major academy trusts.  

His operational management experience includes directing 
several education-focused enterprises, where he oversaw 
strategic planning, financial performance, and cross-
functional team leadership. He designed robust health and 
safety frameworks that ensured legal compliance and 
fostered a culture of well-being, and championed human 
resources strategies encompassing talent acquisition, 
performance management, and diversity, equity, and 
inclusion initiatives. A passionate advocate for breaking 
down systemic barriers, Scott implements policies and 
practices that enhance accessibility for neurodiverse and 
under-represented learners. He integrates innovative 
pedagogies—such as problem-based learning and flipped 
classrooms—to create dynamic, learner-centred 
environments that bridge classroom learning and real-world 
application. 

Hobbies and interests Scott’s lifelong passion for horses finds its fullest expression 
at his expansive stud farm, where he is dedicated to 
preserving the endangered Welsh B Mountain Pony. Nestled 
across rolling pastures, his operation carefully manages a 
bloodline of ponies renowned for their resilience, sure-
footedness, and gentle temperaments perfectly suited to 
children and smaller adult riders. 

Links to the 
school/area 

Having recently relocated to the local area, Scott brought 
his governance expertise to Hampton Academy Trust by 
joining its Trustee Board. In this role, he: 

 Advises on statutory compliance, risk management, 
and strategic planning 

 Champions STEM-focused outreach, connecting local 
schools with university space research projects 

 Strengthens links between the Trust and regional 
higher-education institutions 

Why did you become a 
governor?  

I joined Hampton College to give back to the community by 
championing employability, equality, and diversity. My goal 
is to dismantle systemic barriers in education and ensure 
every learner—regardless of background—has access to 
meaningful opportunities and support. 
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Name Amanda Cliff 

Category of 
governor 

 Parent Governor 

Term of office  3 years 

Work  Head of Talent – Recruitment, Early Careers, Learning 
and Development 

Governance 
experience 

No previous experience 

Hobbies and 
interests 

Outside of work, you’ll usually find me with my husband 
and our son planning our next getaway! We’re always 
looking to see where we can explore next, and when 
we’re not away, I’m often supporting my son and his two 
passions: Darts and Football!   

Connecting with people is where I get my energy from – 
whether that’s time with friends, building my network or 
meeting likeminded professionals at conferences and 
events.  

If and when I get some “me time” I’m a huge Harlan 
Coben fan and will regularly enjoy one of his books or 
mini-series! 

 

Links to the 
school/area 

I have a son who has attended Hampton Primary Phase 
and is currently in year 8 of the Secondary school. 

 

Why did you 
become a 
governor?  

I have a real passion in supporting the current and future 
initiatives the Academies have in helping young people 
prepare for their next move whether that be further 
education, employment or both. 

 


