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ÅTraditional national curriculum levels no longer exist.

ÅWe have a new system that operates in conjunction 
with the new grading system at KS4.

ÅThe GCSE grading system will change for your child 
from letters to numbers eg. A* = 9, F = 1. A number 5 
is now considered to be a high C.  Therefore we are 
using the number system throughout KS3 and KS4. 

ÅIn year 7 your child will receive a STEP grade in every 
subject:
ÅSTEP 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9

ÅStages within each step 1.2, 1.5, 1.8

ÅThis will allow teaching staff to diagnose the specific 
skills students need to focus on in order to progress.

Assessment at KS3



End GCSE target
grade

Starting step 

KS3 skills divided into steps
Students clearly see where
they are and how to get to 
the next step

KS4 begins with a clear
idea of where students
are in relation to final GCSE target



ÅYear 7 receive three grade cards a year.

ÅThe first card reports on conduct, attitude to 
learning, home ςlearning and organisation. 

ÅThe second/ third report card includes all of the 
above and a step for each subject as well.

Assessment at KS3: Reporting



KS3 ENGLISH

AT

HAMPTONCOLLEGE

A guide to Year 7 and beyondé

Acting Head of English ςMiss Riotto



ÅIn English, we will develop the key skills of:

ÅReading

ÅWriting

ÅSpeaking and Listening

A brief summary of the year 7 (KS3) curriculum



ÅStudents will study a variety of texts, 
including plays, poetry, novels and 
non-fiction / media texts.

Å²Ŝ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƻŦ 
inference, analysis, reading for 
meaning and help them develop 
their ability to explain what they 
have read.

ÅWe also use images to help students 
explore potential meanings in 
abstract texts.

Reading



ÅStudents will write in a variety of 
different forms and for a wide 
range of purposes and audiences.

ÅWe focus on spelling, grammar, 
organisation of writing, 
vocabulary and punctuation, 
ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ŀ ΨǘƻƻƭƪƛǘΩ 
for success in the future.

Writing



ÅSome of our sixth form students 
run a club that aims to both 
inspire our young writers and 
also help those who find writing 
a challenge.

ÅThis lunchtime club will be 
publicised along with the other 
extra-curricular activities

Creative Writing club



ÅStudents will take part in drama 
based activities, give presentations 
and also engage in group 
discussions.

ÅStudents are encouraged to listen 
carefully to one another and ask 
questions.

ÅWe recognise that S&L is a vital part 
ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƪƛƭƭ 
set and it heavily influences their 
ability to build positive relationships 
with others.

ÅS&L is still assessed at GCSE level.

Speaking and Listening



Å¢ƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ΨΧa range of English Literature, both 
Pre-мфмп ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǎŜΣ ǇƻŜǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀƳŀΧΩ

ÅAt Hampton College we study at least 2 Shakespeare plays in year 7 and 
9. Mostly extract work in year 7 (The Tempest or The Taming of the 
Shrew) with more whole text study in year 9 (! aƛŘǎǳƳƳŜǊ bƛƎƘǘΩǎ 
Dreamor Much Ado About Nothing) according to ability of the group.

ÅThey will draw on their knowledge of literary devices to create and 
craft their own writing for a variety of different styles, purposes and 
audiences!

A rich and varied KS3 curriculum



ÅThe style of our assessments match the format that students will 
face at GCSE. However, we have adjusted them to help bridge the 
gap from KS2. The assessments continue to be adapted throughout 
KS3 to ensure familiarity with the format and to build up their 
confidence as they progress through the key stages. 

ÅWe have integrated the new Steps assessment into our entire KS3 
curriculum.

ÅEach student will be measured in Steps with criteria directly related 
to the Assessment focuses of our KS4 curriculum. Our mark sheets 
correspond to the GCSE skills on which they are examined. 

Å̧ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘǊŀŎƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ 
identify where intervention is necessary.

Tracking and assessment



ÅAs our tracker identifies the need for extra support in a 
particular skill we can ensure that no child is left behind 
and that they feel confident in each specific area of their 
learning.

Intervention



Check their planner / Show My Homework  

20-30 minutes of reading a day, on top of 
any reading time in school. Not only will 
this boost their reading but we will see a 
vast improvement in the quality of their 
writing too!

Try to find a way of making writing and 
ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭƛŦŜΥ άǿǊƛǘŜ ƳŜ ŀ 
letter, persuading me that you should be 
ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ vǳŜŜƴǎƎŀǘŜ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅέ

Reading 
Time

Support

Practise 
writing

How can you help your child in English?



Readathonis a wonderful 
opportunity for students to 
raise money through their 
reading for a very worthy 
cause. 

We will be encouraging all 
year 7 students to take 
part. Normally we arrange 
this for the summer term.

Readathon



ÅYour local library.

ÅSuggested author list:

Frank Cottrell Boyce

Anthony Horowitz

Sarah Crossan

Å Suggested websites:

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks3bitesize/english

www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk

www.lovereading4kids.co.uk

Useful resources and suggested reading


