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Art and Design 
 
As you are aware, this is a critical year for your child, as they are currently developing the body 
of coursework that is worth 60% of the overall Art mark.  
 
Students are due to complete work which we started after Easter and students completed the 
first part of this in the summer of Year 10, using the title “Beginning and or End”.  
 
We are continuing with this title, culminating in a final piece during a 10 hour exam on 28 and 
29 November. This body of work and the 10 hour exam will result in 60% of the overall mark. 
 
Your child has two copies of the preparatory list to support them and should have shown you 
their progress to date in relation to this guide.  
 

Art Support Sessions 
 
Art support sessions take place on Tuesday with Mr Piper and Thursday lunchtimes with Miss 
Nowlan. We encourage students to attend, as this extra time will be critical in supporting their 
progress. 
 
Following the exams on 28 and 29 of November, for their coursework, students will receive 
individual written feedback and a 1:1 session to assist students to focus on completing the 
individual improvements written down for them, which in turn will aid their progress/mark. 
 
Following the discussion on coursework, marks and the individual feedback, students should 
cross off each task when completed on their individual feedback list during the remaining few 
weeks of term and over the Christmas holidays. (Please note all marks are subject to Edexcel 
external moderation and grade boundary fluctuations.) 
 
During the first week of January, students will receive the exam paper from Edexcel which 
comprises 40% of the overall GCSE mark. Please discuss the title and possible ideas at home. 
Students will have a 12 week preparatory period to produce a similar body of work to the above, 
with the examination taking place on 25 & 26 April 2018 and the body of the examination 
preparatory work needs to be handed in on the deadline date of 26 April 2018. 
 
Students will then have two weeks to exhibit their work, ready for external assessment. 
 
The exhibition of students’ work will take place on Thursday 28 June from 5-6pm. Please come 
along to celebrate your child’s work. 
  



   
 

2 
 

 

Websites 
 
National Museums and Galleries 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z8d6n39/resources/1 
https://artuk.org/ 
 

How to get a top grade 
 
Understanding what the 1–6 mark criteria looks like, student have assessment grid as part of 
their Year 10 Identity feedback. 
 
Example 

 

Developing ideas and making a personal response - use sources independently, meaningfully and 
personally. 

    

Building ‘intent’, developing ideas, making personal and clear connections with contextual 
references and sources. 

 
Drawing Focus 
 
Students are required to evidence a range of drawing to support development, recording the 
observed world, exploring ideas using mark making, using media and investigating ideas visually 
through the act of mark making with media and new ways of expressing ideas using materials 
and techniques. 
 
Drawing takes many forms, from 2D mark making to lines made to define 3D space and is 
assessed though all the assessment objectives. 
 
Annotation Focus 
 
Students are expected to use informative written annotation that is meaningful and purposeful. 
 
To be supportive, visual evidence and annotations should be relevant and informed to analyse, 
critically evaluate and reflect on their own work and that of others. They also need to expand 
on the idea behind their work and also explain connections between images made and found. 
 
Examples: 
 
Who, Why, What, Where, When and How 
Form, Content and Process 
  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z8d6n39/resources/1
https://artuk.org/
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Business Studies 
 
Where We Are 
 
Students have nearly completed their controlled assessment and this will count towards 25% of 
their overall grade, therefore it is essential that they have prepared their appendix and their 
research booklets which can be taken into the 3 hour controlled conditions to support them, 
along with the writing frame provided by their teacher. This is a fundamental part of students’ 
Year 11 syllabus and they can be confident in knowing they have completed their coursework to 
a high standard, enabling them to achieve a potential 40 marks of the 160 available this year.  
 
Support and Guidance 
 
Students will all receive the CGP GCSE revision guide from the Library 
once they have completed their controlled assessment, as this has been 
purchased by the department for students to take on long term loan 
until their examination. It can be used alongside their past paper 
practise, book notes and other revision conducted using the internet 
and book references.  
 
The Examinations 
 
Two x 60 minutes  
 
Unit 1: Starting a Business (use of calculator) 
Unit 2: Growing a Business (use of calculator) 
 
The contents can be found on the AQA website listed in the resources section below. This will 
show students what elements of the specification go into each exam. However, this will be 
provided to them, along with an assessment folder to keep their past papers and assessment 
notes.  
 
Key Strategies 
 
The important elements of the examinations for Business Studies are the key terms. Therefore 
students could create short revision cards based upon the topics e.g. legal structures. Ensure 
you know the definition and some key characteristics of each e.g. the advantages and drawbacks 
of this ownership. This is essential as the examiners like to know students have an understanding 
of the important topics within the syllabus.  
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjYi5jl4tHWAhWhLcAKHRhFCpwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmamtanarula.weebly.com%2Fbusiness-studies.html&psig=AOvVaw1tp523BbRjhI4tH24auSxn&ust=1507027860819794
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjYi5jl4tHWAhWhLcAKHRhFCpwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmamtanarula.weebly.com%2Fbusiness-studies.html&psig=AOvVaw1tp523BbRjhI4tH24auSxn&ust=1507027860819794
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Nine markers make up 45% of each paper and consist of an extended writing answer, therefore it 
is essential students know and practice the structure and seek advice if they are unsure, as this 
will be a fundamental element for their success. 
 
Students should also go to the revision clinic, which will run every Thursday after school in Room 
10. Students will need to come with past papers, questions and an indication of where they need 
to focus their attention in relation to the syllabus.  
 
Revision – students and parents will receive a revision and home learning schedule at the Year 
11 Parents Evening in December. This will show students what they will need to revise for, as 
there will be a weekly assessment after the Christmas break, covering the whole specification. 
This is designed to ensure students are aware of their strengths and weaknesses and highlight a 
focus for students in their revision. I have included the structure below to support parents in 
their understanding of this answer.  
 
 
 

Four marks are awarded for the first two paragraphs 

Five marks are awarded for the conclusion and evaluation of your decision 

Paragraph 1: one of the options you have decided upon in this section  

e.g. I believe that one option for the business ‘remember to use their name’ is…………… 

Because…… 

Leading to…… 

Therefore…. 

 

Paragraph 2: another option for the business is to choose another option such as….. 

Because…… 

Leading to…… 

Therefore…. 

 

Paragraph 3: Recommendation. (Worth 5 marks) 

I strongly believe the best option for the business is….  

Answer…. Which option will you choose? 

Justify…. Why? How is this better than the other choice?  

It depends upon factor…. Why might your decision not be realistic?  

Most important factor is… what is the most important factor for the success of your 

 option?  

Use BLT in this paragraph to explain why 
you think this option is a good idea…. 

Remember to link back to the case study  

Use BLT in this paragraph to explain why 
you think this option is a good idea…. 

Remember to link back to the case study  

A  

J 

I 

M  
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This conclusion allows you to tell the examiner why your option is going to be better than the 

other one you discussed… 

 
 
 
Web link’s that might be useful: 
 
https://www.tutor2u.net/business 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/gcse/business-subjects-and-economics-4130 
https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision/business-studies 
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/content.php?r=2952-GCSE-business-studies 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zpsvr82 
https://www.businessed.co.uk/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

https://www.tutor2u.net/business
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/gcse/business-subjects-and-economics-4130
https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision/business-studies
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/content.php?r=2952-GCSE-business-studies
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zpsvr82
https://www.businessed.co.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiYps2-6NHWAhXsJMAKHfmpC_wQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcbsomagh.org%2Fdepartments%2Fbusiness-studies&psig=AOvVaw3BPCd4RSq99MfK6xwUstqF&ust=1507029488324668
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OCR GCSE Computer Science 9-1 
 
The computer science 9-1 course consists of three elements. One none examined assessment 
completed over 20 hours in class with full exam conditions worth 20% of the final grade. And then 
two examined elements each consisting of a 1hour 20 minute exam worth 40% of the final grade 
each. 
 
References to Revision Resources 
 
Access to all in-class presentations is available through Google Classroom. Each lesson is grouped 
by topic (Exam 1, Exam 2 and Programming Project). Included within this are two Personal 
Learning Checklists, one covering Exam 1 and Exam 2 and the other covering programming skills 
that need to be mastered.  
 
Students also have access to an online edition of the OCR Computer Science textbook using the 
following link - elevate.cambridge.org 
 
On here students can look through all the theory for Exam 1 (Chapters 11-15) and Exam 2 (Chapters 
1-10). This also gives students access to a range of worksheets, interactive worksheets, practice 
exam questions and video tutorials.  
 
Students all have a login which is in the format of first initial then surname e.g. John Smith would 
have the user name JSmith (however there are some who’s accounts are their full first name 
followed by the surname e.g. JohnSmith as the username was already taken). The password for 
all accounts is P4ssw0rd. Students have been made aware of their logins, but can always check 
with their teacher if they have forgotten this. 
 
Useful Websites 
 

GCSE Bitesize Computer Science - www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z34k7ty 

Revision Sessions 
 
Revision sessions will take place every Friday from 3.40pm until 5pm (later where needed). 
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Revision Strategies 
 
Within Exam 2, students will be required to debug code and write pseudo code. It is important for 
them to continually practice their programming skills and create programs for the algorithms 
covered in class, so as to be able to identify mistakes and correct code. Common algorithms that 
will be looked at are: 
 
- Sorting algorithms – Bubble, Selection, Quick, Insertion 

- Searching Algorithms -  Linear, Binary 

 
Books and Study Guides 
 
 

 
  
The text book we use is OCR 
GCSE Computer Science: 
Student Book ISBN 978-1-316-
50403-1 published by Cambridge 
University Press 
 
 

 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS THE 
PAPER COPY OF THE ONLINE 
TEXTBOOK STUDENTS ALREADY 
HAVE ACCESS TO. 
 

New GCSE Computer Science 
OCR Revision Guide - for the 
Grade 9-1 Course ISBN 978-
1782946021 published by CGP 
 
 
 

 

New GCSE Computer 
Science OCR Exam Practice 
Workbook - for the Grade 9-
1 Course (includes Answers), 
ISBN: 978-1782946038 
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Drama Revision Guide  

 
Component 1 
 
Devising - all about reflecting on the creative process: 
 

 What impact am I trying to have on the audience? 

 Why have I chosen the style that I am performing in? 

 What is my characters objective/super objective in the play? 

 Have I communicated my character in a clear and articulated why? Social class, dialogue, 

language, gesture, posture. 

 Have I directed the piece and used the stage effectively? 

 Will this interest a 21st century audience and why? Is it relatable to a modern audience? 

The deadline is nearly over for the Component 1 coursework. However, reflecting on the work 
you have done so far will support your scripted piece for Component 2. 
 
Tips 
 

 Log everything you do - write a diary about the process.  

 When logging your process don’t just write what you did. Analyse and evaluate the 

rehearsal period using the italic questions above.  

 Reflect on what engages you as an audience member – what music, films, apps, TV shows, 

theatre, art works, sports do you like and why? 

 

 Bitesize has some really interesting tasks on their page to allow you to explore more ideas 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zbckjxs 

 
Component 2 - Performing a Text 
 
There are several masterclass activities from the National Theatre on YouTube to help you 
exercise and train your body to develop and improve on voice, character and movement. 
Below is a YouTube website on how to warm-up your voice. However, there are hundreds you 
can access from this web page: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tc-_hoG4nec 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zbckjxs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tc-_hoG4nec
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 Warm-up with tongue twisters. 

 Learning lines - break down the lines into bitesize chunks and tackle the smaller chunks a 

day at a time. 

 Record your voice, repeating the lines on your phone. At different opportunities (walking 

to the shop, waiting for a bus) play this back to yourself. 

 Read the script 30 minutes before bed times. Repeat your lines over and over as you go to 

sleep. 

 When saying the lines out loud do a physical movement- this is called actionning and will 

help you find a purpose for the line, but also help you remember it. 

 Research other actors playing similar roles. 

 It is imperative that no matter which script you are cast in, that you research your script- 

analyse the writer, genre and overall context of the piece. 

 Why was it written? What was going on at the time? 

 Create a rehearsal schedule for yourself or your group. Breakdown the script into units 

and implement them into the schedule. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zbckjxs 

 
 
Component 3 - Written Examination 
 
Section A- Bringing a text to life 
 
You will study a play. You then have to answer questions as an actor or director if you were cast 
in the play: 
 
Example question 
You are going to play Romeo (this would be the character of the play you are studying not 
necessarily Romeo). Explain two ways you would use vocal skills to play this character. 
 
Research and revise rehearsal techniques. Here is a table to help-but there are a lot more 
https://worthingpateam.blogspot.co.uk/2015/06/rehearsal-technique-table.html 
 

 Re-read the play. 

 Create character profiles for each character. 

 Create your own concept of how you would stage the play. 

 

Section B - Live Theatre Evaluation 
 
One of the main ways of revising for Component 3 is too see as many plays as possible this can 
be from local amateur dramatics to west end productions. There are certain websites that you 
can sign up to that have live filmed theatre to watch and resources that help you analyse 
theatrical and directorial decisions. 
 
  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zbckjxs
https://worthingpateam.blogspot.co.uk/2015/06/rehearsal-technique-table.html
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Digital Theatre 
 
Example questions 
 
Analyse how the stage space was used to engage the audience in the opening moments of 
the performance? 
 
Evaluate how colour was used in the lighting of the performance to create impact for the 
audience? 
 
Go over the 500 words notes you can take in. Make sure you have the following: 
 
Cast members and technical supports names. Then break down the play into sections: 
 
Characterisation, Stage space, Set, Audience, Props, Lighting, Sound 
 
With each element write what you saw and then in a separate column write what you thought 
the directors intended impact or purpose it would be and why. 
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Electronic Products 
 
Specification 
 
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4540-W-SP-14.PDF 
 
Useful websites 
 
http://www.technologystudent.com/ 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education 
 
Revision Guides 
 
There are two revision guides for the current specification: 
 

    
 
Revision sessions 
 
Revision sessions will begin after February half term, and run every Wednesday after school 
from 3:15-4pm. A revision timetable will be issued closer to the time, detailing all topics 
covered in each session, as well as links to resources to back up the learning in and out of 
lessons. 
  

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4540-W-SP-14.PDF
http://www.technologystudent.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education
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Revision Tips 
 
Attend all the lessons up to the exam. 
 
Attempt all exercises set for homelearning. 
 
Focus on the formulas for key circuits, such as the two 555 timer circuits, and potential dividers. 
Read through, and complete exercises from the revision notes on the Electronic Products USB. If 
you need another copy of this information, please bring a blank USB to Mr Joyce to produce for 
you. 
 
Vary your revision – preparing revision cards is better than just reading notes. 
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English Language 
 
Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and writing 
 
Paper 2: Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives 
 
This exam is based on unseen material and tests your skills you have acquired in English, 
analysing writers’ intentions through the methods they have used.  You are then examined on 
your ability to write in similar styles. 
 
One way you could revise for this GCSE is read lots of different literature from the 20th and 21st 
century including: novels, short stories, diaries, letters, articles, newspapers etc.  Always ask 
yourself what is the writer’s idea or viewpoint and how have they got it across with the way 
they have written? 
 
Some good revision books that will help you with GCSE English Language are: 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 What methods has the writer used? Language? 
Structure? 

 What is the writer telling you? What is happening? 

 How have these methods helped express what is 
happening? 

 Plan your writing: beginning, middle and end as well as more creative ways to structure 
your ideas. 

 Basic punctuation needs focusing on, as well as more sophisticated punctuation. 

 Use interesting vocabulary and all the descriptive/persuasive features you have learned. 

 Link your ideas together well between sentences as well as paragraphs. 
 
REMEMBER: this exam is bringing together all the skills you have learned whilst studying 
literature so when you revise English Literature, you are revising English Language too. 

There are revision sessions 
after school every 

Thursday for English. 

 
Mr Bruff on YouTube is a 
great source of revision. 
 
Search Mr Bruff and you 
will see an array of video 
tutorials on just about 
everything in the English 

course. 
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English Language 
 
 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel 
 
Below are the two most popular Shakespeare texts and the 19th century novel that all groups are 
studying. 
 

   
 
 
Remember: you will have an extract to write about first.  This gives you lots of opportunity to 
write about writer’s methods as you have the text in front of you.  The second part of your 
response must refer to other parts of the text to show you have a good knowledge of the whole 
text although this can be referred to more generally.  Learning quotations will help with this 
though. 
 
 
Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry 
 
Below are the two choices of modern texts the students are studying as well as the two poetry 
clusters. 
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Modern texts is a closed book exam, so you must know this text really well.  You need to read it 
as many times as you can.  You need to learn all key events as well as quotations. There will be 
a choice of two questions: one will be based on character and the other on theme. 
 
The poetry section will give you a poem and you will have the choice to choose a suitable poem 
to compare it to, based on the list provided.  As you have a poem printed in front of you, you 
are expected to provide close textual detail and comment on the writer’s methods.  The second 
poem can be referred to more generally, but learning key events and quotations will help. 
 
You MUST compare them throughout. 
 
You will then have an Unseen Poetry section, where you have to apply your skills to a poem you 
have never seen before and then compare it to another poem you have never seen. The 
following guide may help: 
 

 
 
There are many film versions of the texts you can watch to complement your revision: 
 
An Inspector Calls:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BtbNe-Ig2Y 
Blood Brothers:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9mbfRiZ2Bk 
Macbeth:   Roman Polanski’s version 
Romeo and Juliet:  Franco Zefirelli or Baz Luhrmann 
 
Finally, download the Pixl app to your phone.  Your teacher should have given you your 
password. This is a great app with lots of the literature texts on there with quizzes and activities 
to help you remember key events and quotations. 

 
 

There are revision sessions 
after school every 

Thursday for English. 
 

Mr Bruff on YouTube is a great 
source of revision. 
 
Search Mr Bruff and you will see 
an array of video tutorials on 
just about everything in the 

English course. 

BBC Bitesize English 
Literature AQA 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/e
ducation/examspecs/zxqn
cwx 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BtbNe-Ig2Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9mbfRiZ2Bk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examspecs/zxqncwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examspecs/zxqncwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examspecs/zxqncwx
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Food Preparation and Nutrition  

Specification  
 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/food/gcse/food-preparation-and-nutrition-8585  
 
Electronic Textbook 
  
AQA Electronic Textbook, accessible on computers, tables (in landscape)  
http://www.illuminate.digital/aqafood/  
 
Please see Ms Stapley for login details. 
 
Websites 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/foodtech/  
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/search?v&s=food+science+  
http://meatandeducation.redmeatinfo.com/  
https://www.grainchain.com/teachers/secondary  
http://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/VideoActivity.aspx?siteId=19&sectionId=131&contentId=830
&titleId=833  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/techniques  
 
Revision Guides 

CGP revision book and revision workbook, available from Ms Stapley, information previously sent 
out via parent mail, ISBN: 978 1 78294 649 6 

Collins AQA GCSE Revision Food Preparation and Nutrition all in one revision and practice book.  
ISBN: 9780008166342 

Illuminate AQA Food Preparation and Nutrition Revision guide, ISBN: 978-1-908682-80-2 
 
Revision Sessions 
 
Tuesday afterschool:   3.15pm – 4.15pm  
Wednesday lunchtime (Room 1): 1.25pm – 2.05pm  
Wednesday afterschool:   3.15pm – 4.15pm 
Thursday afterschool:   3.15pm – 4.15pm  
 
 
Revision Strategies 

 
 Practise practical skills at home to support with Non-Exam Assessment 2 

 Practise following recipes to build up confidence, speed and accuracy. Focus on 

presenting the dish that you have cooked.  

 Research presentation of cooked dishes to improve the presentation of dishes you will 

cook during your non-exam assessment practical exam  

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/food/gcse/food-preparation-and-nutrition-8585
http://www.illuminate.digital/aqafood/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/foodtech/
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/search?v&s=food+science
http://meatandeducation.redmeatinfo.com/
https://www.grainchain.com/teachers/secondary
http://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/VideoActivity.aspx?siteId=19&sectionId=131&contentId=830&titleId=833
http://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/VideoActivity.aspx?siteId=19&sectionId=131&contentId=830&titleId=833
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/techniques
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Geography Revision Resources 
 
Students in Year 11 are following the AQA 9-1 GCSE. 
 
Students have already received a letter about purchasing a CGP revision guide to help students 
prepare for the GCSE.  The GCSE Geography AQA Complete Revision & Practice covers all topics 
as part of the GCSE, as well as having practice questions in the book (with answers). The cost of 
the Revision & Practice book is £5.50, a 50% reduction on the RRP of £11. More details can be 
found here about the book:  
 
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Parent/books_gcse_geography.book_GAS41 
 
If students need a replacement revision guide letter they should see Mr Boughton. 
 
The Geography Department will also be producing a book that will be given to students later in 
the year.  This will include some specific, more detailed case studies, advice on how to revise 
and prepare for the exams and will include more practice questions.   
 
We will also be sharing a document with students later in the year on Show My Homework, with 
clickable links to websites and video clips (e.g. on the BBC website or Youtube) that will help 
students to revise key concepts by watching short clips. 
 
The department have set up a Google Classroom page for all Year 11 students. 
 
This has lots of resources to help students revise all aspects of the course. Students have had an 
invite to join the group, but can access it by using this class code: xix6ni 
 
Revision classes will start around February half term, on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  Details 
about topics/dates will be published closer to the time. 
 
Finally, the department will be giving students the opportunity to use the PiXL Geography app to 
help them revise on their mobile devices.  The password for this will be supplied once this is 
fully set up. 
 
For students to be successful in their revision, they will need to fully understand the keywords / 
terminology as well as the case studies, where in depth knowledge including specific facts and 
figures are essential for success.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Parent/books_gcse_geography.book_GAS41
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History 
 

Which Exam Board are we Using? 

 

We study Edexcel GCSE 9-1. There are 3 exams in June 2018. GCSE History is now 100% 

exam. 

 

Paper One Crime and Punishment including Whitechapel – examination date : 4 June 

Paper Two Anglo-Saxon and Norman England and The Cold War and International  

 Relations – examination date : 8 June 

Paper Three Weimar and Nazi Germany 1919-39 – examination date: 12 June 

  

Revision Aids and Resources 

 

The History department has invested in the ‘PiXL History App’ to aid you with your 

revision. All GCSE History students will be issued with log-in details in the very near 

future.  

 

There are lots of revision guides available for GCSE History. We strongly recommend that 

if you purchase one, that it is for Edexcel 9-1, as there are slight differences in content 

between the boards and the structure of questions is very different. We have attached 

links to potential resources, including two revision guides for Papers One and Three to 

‘Show My Homework.’ 

 

There are some useful websites for content : 

 

https://www.tutor2u.net/history/blog/gcse-history-revision-quizzes 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/ 

 

The main GCSE revision sessions are on Tuesdays and Thursdays after school. We also run 

a drop-in session for GCSE History students on Tuesday lunchtimes in Room 22 

 

How Can I Revise for GCSE History?  

Use the Personalised Learning Checklists (PLCs) for each exam area. We have attached a 
Powerpoint for each of the exam areas to Show My Homework. Do not just stick to the 
areas you are confident in. 

  

https://www.tutor2u.net/history/blog/gcse-history-revision-quizzes
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/
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Going over the chronology (dates and order) or events. Can you ‘tell the story’ to 
someone who has no knowledge of the topic and it make sense to them? 
 
Exam style questions- Be confident and familiar with the different types. There is nothing 
wrong with doing the same question 2 or 3 times, planning it, writing it in timed 
conditions without notes. 
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OCR Cambridge Nationals ICT Level1/2 
 
The course consists of four elements, three coursework and one examination. The students need 
to make sure they attend afterschool sessions to ensure they achieve the highest possible grade 
in their coursework. 
 
References to revision resources  
 
 All theory presentations for the exam will be made available through Google Classroom.  

 Students will be able to access these presentations at all times to help aid with revision for 

the exam. 

 
Useful Websites 
 

 GCSE Bitesize ICT - https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zqmtsbk  

Revision Sessions 
 

 Afterschool sessions for coursework run on Monday – Thursday in Room 12  - 3.10pm–4.30pm 

 Revision sessions for exams run on Tuesday – Thursday in Room 12   - 3.10pm–4.30pm 

 Unit R007 Animation, catch- up and booster sessions - Tuesday in Room 11 - 3.20pm–4.30pm 

 
Revision Strategies 
 
For the exam, students will be provided with a pre-release document, this gives the student a two 
part scenario that the exam they sit will be based on. These give some guidance on areas to revise 
for the exam. Whilst ALL areas of theory should be revised, this will help students focus their 
revision to the specifics of the scenario. 
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Books and Study Guides 
 

My Revision Notes OCR Cambridge Nationals 
in ICT Levels 1 / 2 Unit 1 Understanding 
Computer Systems, ISBN: 978-1444193855 
 

 

OCR Cambridge Nationals in ICT Student Book, 
ISBN: 978-1444176537 
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Maths 
 
Subject Content 
 
Number, Algebra, Ratio, Proportion and Rates of change, Geometry and Measures, Probability 
and Statistics. 
 
Tiers:   Foundation Tier  - graded 1 – 5 
  Higher Tier   - graded 4 – 9 
 
Students must take three question papers at the same tier.  

 
 

 Paper 1: non-
calculator 

Paper 2: calculator Paper 3: calculator 

What’s 
assessed 

Content from any 
part of the 

specification may be 
assessed 

Content from any 
part of the 

specification may be 
assessed 

Content from any part of 
the specification may be 

assessed 

How it’s 
assessed 

Written exam: 1 hour 
30 minutes 
80 marks 

331/2% of GCSE 
Maths assessment 

Written exam: 1 hour 
30 minutes 
80 marks 

331/2% of GCSE 
Maths assessment 

Written exam: 1 hour 30 
minutes 
80 marks 

331/2% of GCSE Maths 
assessment 

Questions A mix of question 
styles, from short, 

single-mark questions 
to multi-step 
problems. The 
mathematical 

demand increases as 
a student progresses 
through the paper. 

A mix of question 
styles, from short, 

single-mark questions 
to multi-step 
problems. The 
mathematical 

demand increases as 
a student progresses 
through the paper. 

A mix of question styles, 
from short, single-mark 
questions to multi-step 

problems. The 
mathematical demand 
increases as a student 
progresses through the 

paper. 

 
 

There are revision sessions 
after school every Monday 

for Maths. 
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To succeed: 
 

 Complete homework set 

 Try practice papers and exam questions. 

 If invited to targeted support sessions attend 

 Use: 

 Https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/ 

 Maths Pixl app 

 GCP revision guide 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examspecs/z8sg6fr 

 
 
 
REMEMBER: this exam is bringing together all the skills you have learnt. 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.npschools.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/maths-brain.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.npschools.co.uk/curriculum/mathematics/think-maths/&docid=tda5UKOkhukoyM&tbnid=nxxPXzZ9wrwlgM:&vet=10ahUKEwjVg8ya9JrXAhXKExoKHVHQBys4ZBAzCBsoGTAZ..i&w=300&h=348&safe=strict&bih=929&biw=1280&q=maths pictures&ved=0ahUKEwjVg8ya9JrXAhXKExoKHVHQBys4ZBAzCBsoGTAZ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examspecs/z8sg6fr
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.npschools.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/maths-brain.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.npschools.co.uk/curriculum/mathematics/think-maths/&docid=tda5UKOkhukoyM&tbnid=nxxPXzZ9wrwlgM:&vet=10ahUKEwjVg8ya9JrXAhXKExoKHVHQBys4ZBAzCBsoGTAZ..i&w=300&h=348&safe=strict&bih=929&biw=1280&q=maths pictures&ved=0ahUKEwjVg8ya9JrXAhXKExoKHVHQBys4ZBAzCBsoGTAZ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.npschools.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/maths-brain.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.npschools.co.uk/curriculum/mathematics/think-maths/&docid=tda5UKOkhukoyM&tbnid=nxxPXzZ9wrwlgM:&vet=10ahUKEwjVg8ya9JrXAhXKExoKHVHQBys4ZBAzCBsoGTAZ..i&w=300&h=348&safe=strict&bih=929&biw=1280&q=maths pictures&ved=0ahUKEwjVg8ya9JrXAhXKExoKHVHQBys4ZBAzCBsoGTAZ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.npschools.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/maths-brain.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.npschools.co.uk/curriculum/mathematics/think-maths/&docid=tda5UKOkhukoyM&tbnid=nxxPXzZ9wrwlgM:&vet=10ahUKEwjVg8ya9JrXAhXKExoKHVHQBys4ZBAzCBsoGTAZ..i&w=300&h=348&safe=strict&bih=929&biw=1280&q=maths pictures&ved=0ahUKEwjVg8ya9JrXAhXKExoKHVHQBys4ZBAzCBsoGTAZ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.npschools.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/maths-brain.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.npschools.co.uk/curriculum/mathematics/think-maths/&docid=tda5UKOkhukoyM&tbnid=nxxPXzZ9wrwlgM:&vet=10ahUKEwjVg8ya9JrXAhXKExoKHVHQBys4ZBAzCBsoGTAZ..i&w=300&h=348&safe=strict&bih=929&biw=1280&q=maths pictures&ved=0ahUKEwjVg8ya9JrXAhXKExoKHVHQBys4ZBAzCBsoGTAZ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.npschools.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/maths-brain.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.npschools.co.uk/curriculum/mathematics/think-maths/&docid=tda5UKOkhukoyM&tbnid=nxxPXzZ9wrwlgM:&vet=10ahUKEwjVg8ya9JrXAhXKExoKHVHQBys4ZBAzCBsoGTAZ..i&w=300&h=348&safe=strict&bih=929&biw=1280&q=maths pictures&ved=0ahUKEwjVg8ya9JrXAhXKExoKHVHQBys4ZBAzCBsoGTAZ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.npschools.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/maths-brain.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.npschools.co.uk/curriculum/mathematics/think-maths/&docid=tda5UKOkhukoyM&tbnid=nxxPXzZ9wrwlgM:&vet=10ahUKEwjVg8ya9JrXAhXKExoKHVHQBys4ZBAzCBsoGTAZ..i&w=300&h=348&safe=strict&bih=929&biw=1280&q=maths pictures&ved=0ahUKEwjVg8ya9JrXAhXKExoKHVHQBys4ZBAzCBsoGTAZ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.npschools.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/maths-brain.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.npschools.co.uk/curriculum/mathematics/think-maths/&docid=tda5UKOkhukoyM&tbnid=nxxPXzZ9wrwlgM:&vet=10ahUKEwjVg8ya9JrXAhXKExoKHVHQBys4ZBAzCBsoGTAZ..i&w=300&h=348&safe=strict&bih=929&biw=1280&q=maths pictures&ved=0ahUKEwjVg8ya9JrXAhXKExoKHVHQBys4ZBAzCBsoGTAZ&iact=mrc&uact=8


   
 

24 
 

 

 
 

Media Studies 
 
Exam date:   Monday 4 June (pm) 
Exam topic:   Serial Television Drama 
 
Introduction  
 
Your child is about to start studying a particular topic for their GCSE Media Studies exam. The 
content of this topic is Serial Television Drama and your child is encouraged to watch a variety 
of serial television dramas to become familiar with the genre; they will need to refer to two 
specific dramas of their choice in the exam.  
 
Serial television drama is defined as any television drama that is organised into a series of 
episodes – as opposed to one-off dramas. They can contain any number of episodes, but typically 
contains around 3–12. Serial television dramas typically have story arcs that span a series and a 
continuing plot that unfolds in an episodic nature. 
 
I have put together a list of age-appropriate dramas which could be used as case studies in the 
exam. As these types of programme are on during prime-time TV, between 6pm-9pm and are 
most likely to be enjoyed as a family, we would welcome your engagement and interaction with 
your child to support their study. 
 
Medical Drama   Sci-fi Drama   Costume / Period Drama 
Holby City    Smallville   Downton Abbey 
Casualty    Doctor Who   Poldark 
     The Flash   Victoria 
 
Fantasy Drama   Teen Drama   Crime Drama 
Once Upon a Time   Pretty Little Liars  Sherlock 
The Secret Circle   Glee    Silent Witness 
Beauty and the Beast  Gossip Girl   Elementary 
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Areas for Revision 
 
When revising, students should focus on the four key concepts: 
 
• Media Language 

• Institutions  

• Audience  

• Representation 

 
Media Language  
 
Forms and conventions  
 
Students need to become familiar with the style and content of serial television dramas. The 
genre is broad and many sub-genres exist. However, there is a typical style and an accepted set 
of conventions that ensure they appeal to audiences. The tension and drama created, 
cliffhangers at the end of episodes and plots that develop and twist and turn over episodes are 
important factors.  
 
Serial television dramas past and present have their characters as central to their success and 
appeal. Characters that we love or hate, or can relate to and feel empathy for, drive the appeal 
of many serials. The setting of a serial television drama often plays a key part in its success.  
 
Whether the setting is rural or urban, past, present or futuristic, its authenticity is another vital 
ingredient. Suggested activities: 
 

 Describe and compare the settings of two contrasting serial television dramas.  

 Compare two contrasting lead characters from serial television dramas. How do the 

characters engage and appeal to audiences? 

 
Institutions  
 
‘Who produces serial television drama’ is a useful starting place to explore institutions. Serial 
television drama is a regular feature on the schedules of many channels and case studies of how 
serial television dramas are financed, produced and distributed would be an excellent way of 
addressing the key concept of institutions. In recent years, the rise of on demand television 
providers has grown significantly. For example, one in four homes in the UK now has access to 
Netflix. Looking at the impact of on demand would also be useful for covering the key concept 
of institutions. Suggested activities: 
 

 Compare the promotion of two serial television dramas on different channels.  

 Compare the financing and production of two serial television dramas on different 

channels. 
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Audience 
 
Why have serial television dramas remained so popular with audiences? Like any other 
investigation into audience, it is important to consider the demographic profile of different 
audience groups. This work can be developed into drawing up profiles of both mainstream and 
niche audiences and then matching them to contrasting programmes.  
 
Secondly, why do audiences watch serial television drama? By exploring a range of examples, 
there is a discussion to be had about how serial television dramas appeal to different audiences 
for different reasons. Suspense, dramatic storylines and engaging storylines grip audiences. The 
characters and settings in a serial television drama can also be key aspects of audience appeal.  
 
Suggested activities: 
 

 Compare two contrasting serial television dramas. How does the scheduling and format of 

each differ for different audiences?  

 Create a demographic profile of the target audience for a selected serial television drama. 

 
Representation  
 
Many serial television dramas are aimed at mainstream audiences and have broad appeal. Part 
of that appeal is having characters from all walks of life that audiences can relate to. Similarly, 
serial television dramas can offer a ‘window of the world’ and a view of types of characters that 
the audience would not normally come into contact with. A discussion about how different 
groups of people: age, gender, ethnicity, class etc. are represented in serial television dramas 
would make an important starting point for work on this key concept.  
 
Suggested activities: 
 

 Look at how particular groups are portrayed in serial television dramas. Are they portrayed 

in a positive or negative way?  

 Look at how ‘heroes and villains’ are portrayed in serial television dramas. 

 
Revision Resources 
 
In the coming months, all Media Studies students will be given their own login to 
eRevision.co.uk. ERevision is a unique interactive revision package tailored specifically to the 
AQA GCSE Media Studies exam. Each week a different task will be set as home learning and 
students get to see a map of their progress to help structure revision. ERevision’s progress 
tracker records the results of every exercise completed. This provides students with vital 
information on which areas they need to improve. 
 
Mediaknowall.com/gcse is a useful website to help revise the Key Concepts. Because the exam 
topic changes each year, there are no specific textbooks I would recommend. Revise using the 
information given in these pages, alongside the eRevision website. 
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How we are supporting your child to succeed at GCSE French and German 

 
• Teach relevant and suitably challenging lessons.  
• Regular marking of work in line with the AQA exam board mark-schemes, with individual 

feedback given directing your child on how to improve.  
• Weekly home learning tasks to consolidate and build on class learning.  
• Weekly vocabulary competition using their VocabExpress subscription to boost their lexical 

competency in addition to weekly vocabulary tests. 
• Thursday after-school clinic: every week and covers key grammatical points and exam 

techniques. Thursday lunchtime revision session: specific focus on speaking and writing 
exams.  
 

How your child can help themselves to succeed at GCSE French and German 
 

• Attend all lessons, arriving on time, ready to learn and ready to work with their teacher 
and other department staff. 

• Be organised – keeping categorised folders of reference sheets, colour-coding notes in books 
for future reference.  

• Complete all homework set and on time – coming to ask for help if unsure. 
• Consolidating class learning by reviewing notes and referring to a revision guide. 
• Attend all revision sessions -it is expected that your child will attend. 
• Daily vocabulary focus – it is recommended at least 15 minutes 
• Speak the language as much as possible! 

 
 
How you can help your child to succeed at GCSE French and German 

 
• Check they are completing their home learning every week. Students are also encouraged 

to undertake at least an hour of independent revision/work every week, revising the 
learning that has taken place in the classroom that week. 

• Ensure they attend the revision sessions after-school and/or lunchtimes to 
consolidate/revise key grammatical points as well as learning/practising exam techniques.  

• Test them on vocabulary every week. Supporting them to learn all new French/German 
vocabulary including spelling and pronunciation. Your child will bring their exercise book 
home or the list of vocabulary to be revised, as a parent/guardian you can test them on the 
vocabulary orally or in a written format to check they know the words.  The exam board 
(AQA) produce a list of vocabulary that the pupils are expected to recognise and understand 
and students should be learning and revising this vocabulary regularly throughout the 
course.  

• Speak with them in French or German (if you can) or asking them questions in English and 
they respond in French or German.  

• Buy them a revision guide/workbook and dictionary and ensure they use it.  
• Contact your child’s teacher if you have any concerns – we welcome an open dialogue  
• Stay positive!  
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Revision sessions 
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Revision Guides (AAQ examination Board) 
 

• French = Pearson Revision Guide and Revision Workbook 9-1; CGP GCSE AQA French 9-1; 
Collins AQA GCSE French; Studio AQA GCSE French Grammar and Translation Workbook 

• German = Pearson Revision Guide and Revision Workbook 9-1; Stimmt AQA GCSE German 
Grammar and Translation Workbook; Pearson Revision Guide and Revision Workbook 9-1. 

• French & German: the course Textbook available on Kerboodle (www.kerboodle.com).  
 
Use this to: 
 Go through the listening and reading exercises covered in class to make a note of 

new vocab. 
 Practise grammar using the interactive resources. 
 Watch the videos on speaking exam skills. 

 
 

Revision Guides (AAQ examination Board) 
 

• https://www.vocabexpress.com 
• www.duolingo.com  
• http://www.languagesonline.org.uk 
• ttp://funwithlanguages.vacau.com/ 
• www.yjc.org.uk (German) 
• http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize 
• https://quizlet.com  
• https://www.memrise.com  

 
 
Revision Strategies 

 
• First letter clues (e.g.: Mrs Vandetramp) 
• Mind maps of associated vocabulary/verbs 
• Flashcards – picture/English one side, target language the other 
• Design a picture for each word 
• Mirror writing 
• Put the words into a story 
• Associate an item of furniture in your room with a word 

 
 
 

Revision strategies for when you are relaxing! 

German: 
• Watch the German news:  http://www.tagesschau.de/ 
• Listen to German radio: http://www.hr-online.de/website/radio/hr3/ 
• Watch your favourite DVD in German. 

French: 
• Watch the French news:  http://www.tv5.org/index.php  
• Listen to French radio: NRJ www.nrj.fr (pop and chart music with some talking – possibly 

best to have on in the background); Le Mouv http://www.lemouv.fr/ (French equivalent of 
Radio 1. Podcasts also available at http://www.lemouv.fr/podcasts); Radio France 
http://www.radiofrance.fr/ (a variety of stations a bit like the BBC); 
http://www.listenlive.eu/france.html (a list of all French radio stations streaming online.) 

• Borrow French novels from the library. 
• Watch your favourite DVD in French.  

http://www.kerboodle.com/
https://www.vocabexpress.com/
http://www.duolingo.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://funwithlanguages.vacau.com/
http://www.yjc.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize
https://quizlet.com/
https://quizlet.com/
https://www.memrise.com/
https://www.memrise.com/
http://www.tagesschau.de/
http://www.hr-online.de/website/radio/hr3/
http://www.tv5.org/index.php
http://www.nrj.fr/
http://www.lemouv.fr/
http://www.lemouv.fr/podcasts
http://www.lemouv.fr/podcasts
http://www.radiofrance.fr/
http://www.listenlive.eu/france.html
http://www.listenlive.eu/france.html
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GCSE Music – Pearson exam board 
 

 
Coursework:   Deadline: Friday 9 March 
 
Performing  
 
All students must perform for a minimum of four minutes (with a minimum of one minute each 
as a soloist and ensemble).  There will be a recital evening on Tuesday 23 January, at which all 
students will expected to perform. 
 

 Students should be rehearsing at least four times a week on their solo and ensemble 
pieces. 

 It would be of huge benefit for students to involve their instrumental/singing teachers in 
the preparation of repertoire for their performance recitals. (If students aren’t having 
lessons, they can collect a letter from Mr Smith to find out about instrumental lessons at 
Hampton College). 

 
Composing – all students must compose two compositions (one to a brief set by the exam board 
and one as a free choice).  The first one of these must be completed by Christmas. 
 

 Students should be well underway with their compositions and are able to access the Mac 
room during lunchtimes to continue to work on this vital part of their coursework. 

 
All coursework MUST be submitted by Friday 9 March. 
 
 
The exam (worth 40% of the final GCSE grade) 
 
Revision tips include: 
 

 The Music Department will provide several resources for each set work and students are 
able to borrow copies of the Pearson textbook and anthology to support their independent 
learning and revision. 

 Using youtube videos to access recordings of the set-works and any other reviews or 
analyses of them (Mr Smith will highlight several throughout the year). 

 Google Classroom (all students have now joined the Year 11 class group and Mr Smith and 
Mr Wood will upload all class resources and many others throughout the year to this 
forum). 
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 There will be regular quizzes uploaded to Show my Homework for students to complete.  
Students are able to complete each quiz 3 times to improve upon their score each time. 

 The Music theory club runs every Thursday lunchtime in room 48 (music dept.) where 
students can access support for understanding all aspects of notation and music reading – 
this would be beneficial for students aiming to achieving a high level in music. 

 For pianists/notation-readers it is well worth playing through the 8 set works and becoming 
familiar with the main melodies and chords of the pieces. 

 Learning the key words and features for each set work is vital.  Create a spider diagram for 
each set work with all the main musical elements (example below). 

 Make use of the music department’s facilities and staff – music is open most break and 
lunchtimes as well as after school. 

 The music department are offering Tuesday after school sessions from now until March for 
students to complete and improve their coursework.  After March these sessions will turn 
into revision sessions of the 8 set works. 

 And finally, join an extra-curricular music group (or several).  Playing music and being an 
active musician is still one of the very best ways to achieve your best grade in music. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday lunchtime    Hampton Voices 
Tuesday afterschool   Coursework support (3.15pm - 4.15pm) 
Wednesday afterschool   Hampton Schools Orchestra (3.15pm-4.15pm) 
Thursday lunchtime   Music Theory 
 
Most break times and lunchtimes Music is open and available to support students’ work – come 
and see us. 
  

Name of piece 

Melody 

Instrumentation 

Harmony/

Chords 

Tonality 

(the “key”) 

Structure 

Texture 

Rhythm 

& Metre 



   
 

32 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Physical Education  

Assessment details: 
 

 The practical moderation will be set between March and May and will involve some of the 

group either performing ‘live’ or talking the examiner through their video evidence that 

has been gathered. The examiner will assess you and your performance on the day could 

impact the whole cohort. This part of the assessment is worth 40% of your final mark. 

 There are two exams, both lasting 1 hour and 15 minutes. (Paper 1 and Paper 2). These 

will be sat between May and the end of June). This part of the assessment is worth 60% 

of your final mark (30% each) and therefore revision for the exam is the key to your success! 

 
Exam Questions 
 
There are 3 key assessment areas – here are some of the key words that you may see in the 
exam: 
 
AO1 – Complete – a table /  Define –  a component of fitness / Describe – a training method / 
Identify – the main agonist muscles /  Label – the chambers of the heart / Name – the bones in 
the shoulder / State – 2 types of motivation / Sketch – a 3rd class lever / Outline – the main 
reasons for warming up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AO2 - Apply – put the classifications of skill into a sports example, Calculate – the athletes 
Maximum Heart rate / Explain – the reasons why an athlete might take Performance enhancing 
drugs (Good and bad points) / Suggest – ways that an athlete could reduce anxiety before 
competition. 
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A03 - Analyse – the different components of a diet for a marathon runner / Compare and 
contrast – two different fitness tests for stamina / Discuss – strengths and weaknesses of a 
named fitness test for power / Evaluate – the importance of sponsorship from the evidence 
provided (Pros and Cons) / Justify - why a gymnast will include stretches in a warm up? / 
Comment – on the use of continuous training to develop the respiratory system. 
 
Revision resources available from PE 
 
Your teacher will already have given you some or all of these resources listed below. You 
can use these throughout the duration of year 11. Use them to……… 
 

 Add to class notes 

 Read, revise and check understanding 

 Make revision cards or posters 

 Test yourself 

My revision notes AQA GCSE (9-1) PE Second Edition (Kirk Bizley) 
GCSE revision Physical Education (All in one revision and practice) – Collins 
CGP GCSE Physical Education – The revision guide 
GCSE PE – Pocket Poster: the pocket size revision guide (Day Dream Education) 
Topic on a Page (Zig Zag Education) 
 
 
Web Sites that might be useful for practice papers and additional resources 
 
AQA exam board (Practice Paper):  
 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/physical-education-8582 
 
Teach PE.com 
 
http://www.teachpe.com/ 
 
 
Help and Support 
 
1. Topic on a page weekly tests / quizzes (re-visiting work from Year 10) 
2. Mock exam feedback (November and February) 
3. In class revision programme from February Half Term 
4. Group support – AO1 revision morning (Easter holidays)  
5. AO2 and AO3 Revision sessions after school (from Easter) 
 
 
  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/physical-education-8582
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Year 11 Curriculum Evening – GCSE Product Design 
 
Specification 
 
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4555-W-SP-14.PDF 
 
Useful websites 
 
http://www.technologystudent.com/ 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education 
 
Revision Guides 
 
There are two revision guides for the current specification: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Revision Sessions 
 
As the Product Design exam is one of the last exams, we will arrange extra sessions once the 
current controlled assessments has been completed and the rest of the exam theory been 
covered. 
 
Revision Tips 
 

 Attend all the lessons up to the exam. 

 Attempt all exercises set for homelearning. 

 Vary your revision – preparing revision cards is better than just reading notes. 

  

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4555-W-SP-14.PDF
http://www.technologystudent.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education
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Religious Studies Revision 
 
The following sites are very useful in helping to develop your critical thinking and awareness of 
key issues that are explored in this course: 
 
https://www.rationaleonline.com/ 
http://theday.co.uk/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion 
 
 
Further Reading (and watching and listening) 
 
Start to use the extended tasks set by your teacher to help broaden and deepen your 
understanding. You will be invited to watch a series of films, listen to radio programmes and 
podcasts as well as be given further reading. This will help take you to the next level. 
 
 
The checklist for achieving the highest grades possible: 
 

1. Learn and revise specialist terminology to USE them in your exam answers. 

2. Break up your revision into small chunks using the unit titles to guide you. 

3. Meet the exam answer targets that your teacher will set you on a weekly basis to see your 

grade level increase. 

4. Understand the question before answering it. Learn what each of the command words are 

specifically asking for. 

5. Make connections between the things that you have learnt. Use ‘connection diagrams’ to 

help you when revising. 

6. Always test the beliefs and subject knowledge by asking where does this idea come from? 

If you can do that then your knowledge is probably quite sound. 

7. Attend the extra revision sessions to help organise your revision and to complete extra 

exam practise. 

  

https://www.rationaleonline.com/
http://theday.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion
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Science Revision Resources  
 
Kerboodle 
 
You each have online access to Kerboodle.com. On here these are copies of the relevant 
textbooks for your course as well as other activities that can be used to check your 
understanding. This would be my suggestion for the first port of call if there is a topic that you 
feel you know very little about since the information provided is in full detail. Within the 
website there are also checklists that you can use to make sure you can meet all of the criteria 
laid out by the exam board. 
 
Educake 
 
This contains questions that you can use to diagnose areas that you are weak (and hopefully 
strong in). It will be used by your teachers in the next few months to develop an understanding 
of particular weaknesses to provide appropriate support, however you can always do more! This 
would be a good place to try some questions and make a decision about the priority and level of 
revision that you need to put in for particular topics. You will be provided with your log in 
detains soon. 
 
Revision Guides and Workbooks 
 
Many publishers produce resources specifically for your course. As a department we generally 
preferred those produced by CGP in terms of their content and style of delivery. These are still 
available to buy from the school. If you are interested either ask your teacher or Mr Musson for a 
letter. If you prefer another publisher please ensure that you purchase one that covers the 
content for AQA 9-1 GCSE exams. The revision guides are good for providing a summary of the 
content that you are required to learn, while workbooks are useful for assessing your level of 
understanding and focussing the areas that you need to spend time revising. Remember that 
reading is not sufficient and you will need to do something with information from either 
resource to make it useful! 
 
BBC Bitesize 
 
Although not being either exam board specific or updated the resources on here are still worth 
using. They contain general science revision, tests and activities to do. Once again, great for 
identifying areas of weakness and plugging the gaps! 
 
Revision Sessions 
 
Science will hold revision sessions on Tuesday evenings after school. These will have specific 
topics and levelled access – it is important that you attend the correct level for them to be 
beneficial. For students with identified underperformance there will be invites issued through 
parents, however others are welcome to attend if they have discussed the need with their 
teacher.  
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In addition to this, assuming that you are not committed to another subject’s revision evening, 
your science teachers are generally available after school (or if you ask really nicely at lunch 
times!) for specific help where needed – you just have to talk to us!  
 
Practice Papers 
 
As a new qualification these may seem limited, but science has not changed much in the last 5 
years (since the last specification change). Sure, paper 1 of this course contains different 
questions to the first paper of the old course, and practical skills weren’t examined in the old 
courses, but the scientific content questions are still relevant. If you search for AQA GCSE past 
papers and click the AQA links they will generally take you to the old courses where there are 
years’ worth of exams and mark schemes. We aren’t expecting huge differences in how they ask 
questions so most of these will still be really useful. If there is a question that you don’t think 
we have covered, either we haven’t yet as it has moved to later in your course or it has been 
removed from the content – just ask us! 
 
YouTube 
 
As well as all sorts of odd stuff (I really don’t get watching someone else play games – sorry!) 
there are some really good science revision channels on YouTube. A quick search while writing 
this enabled me to see some (such as ‘myGCSEscience’; ‘freesciencelessons’; ‘Christopher 
Thornton’; ‘DrPhysicsA’; ‘LearnPhysics’; ’LearnChemistry’; ‘StudySmart: Science’; ‘Primrose 
Kitten’ (I know this one seems odd, but trust me!)) however there are 100s more. I cannot 
(obviously) guarantee the content of these, however, when used with some scepticism they are 
really good at focussing on specific topics that might just explain it in a slightly different way 
that unlocks it for you. 
 
General tips 
 

 Do not neglect the need to learn the basic facts – 40% of your marks depends on it. 

 If there is a particular skill you cannot do – e.g. balancing equations, rounding to significant 

figures, using standard form, rearranging equations, etc. – don’t neglect it…ask us to help 

you on it outside of lesson time. 

 Do past paper questions – either from the web search mentioned above or by making sure 

that you correct end of topic tests or PPE papers. 

 Don’t settle for ‘it’ll do’, always push for that next few marks – it might make the 

difference in the end. 
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Textiles revision guides 

 
Great revision guides for Textiles. If you do not want to purchase all 3 I would advise the Exam 
practice workbook & answer book. These can purchased off the CGP website or Amazon.  

 

 
My revision/catch ups will be on a Tuesday after half term instead of Wednesday.  
  
Useful website and attached are the revision guides: 
 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/textiles/ 

 http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-

textiles-technology-4570 

 https://textiles4u.wikispaces.com/ 

 https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/content.php?r=1838-gcse 

  
  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/textiles/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-textiles-technology-4570
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-textiles-technology-4570
https://textiles4u.wikispaces.com/
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/content.php?r=1838-gcse
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A unique revision strategy would be for students to look at textiles products around the home 
and read the labels to find out: 
 

 What they are made from and why do have they been made out of these fibres? 

 How they are constructed- knitted, woven, non-woven and why this is.  

 How to care for the products- what are the wash care symbols and why have those symbols 

been selected? 

 What is the purpose of the product and how do the design of the product make it suitable for 

purpose? 

 


